TWENTY-FIVE CENTS 


DISCRIMINATION IN WAR JOBS 


by Louis H. Sobol 





OUR ZIONIST FAITH 





GO TO NINEVEH — 





hy Hayim Greenberg 


THE PALACE OF THE ROTHSCHILDS 





Dr. Magnes and The Hebrew University 














An 
Opportunity 


Our government has given us an opportunity 
to make the soundest investment in the world, 
through the purchase of United States War 
Savings Bonds and Stamps, which will furnish 
the money to back up the armed forces. 


This investment is an obligation as well as 
an opportunity to actively participate in the 


Victory program. 


Let us all invest for Victory. 


INTERNATIONEE 


MACHINE 


U.S. War Savings Bonds and Stamps 
are on sale in Post Offices, Stores, 
Business and Financial Institutions, 
Schools, Theatres, and IBM Offices 
throughout the Country 


INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS MACHINES CORPORATION 





























HISTADRUT 
TO SOVIET RUSSIA 


In presenting a check for 10,000 
pounds to Ambassador Maisky for the 
Russian Red Cross, Berl Locker, Ad- 
viser to the Jewish Agency in London, 
made the following statement: 

“I am proud and privileged to hand 
this check for £10,000 to you. The 
money was collected by the Histadrut 
of Palestine as a token of friendship 
and admiration for the peoples of your 
great country. The delegation here 
with me today consists of members 
of our Federation engaged in educa- 
tional work in this country within the 
Hechalutz movement, which consists 
of young people; some refugees from 
the Continent and others who are Bri- 
tish citizens who are preparing them- 
selves to take an active part in the 
upbuilding of the Jewish National 
Home in Palestine and are now doing 
agricultural work here essential for the 
war effort, and also members of a Pal- 
estine labor and political committee 
acting in this country for the His- 
tadrut. 

“The 500,000 Jews of Palestine, a 
majority of whom settled there in the 
last twenty years, constitute one of the 
most important economic and political 
factors in the Middle East. The lead- 
ing element is the organized Jewish 
labor movement, whose membership 
has grown from 4,000 in 1920 to 
126,000 in 1942. The organized Jew- 
ish workers and their families in Pal- 
estine form over 40 per cent of the 
total Jewish population. 

“Palestine is a small country and we 
realize that its fate is conditioned by 
the fate of the outside world. The 
Jewish workers and peasants of Pales- 
tine have always been keenly interested 
in the struggle of the masses in other 
countries for liberation. They gave 
what modest help they could to allevi- 
ate distress in Russia in 1921, to Aus- 
trian workers, in the struggle against 
Fascism and in the civil war in Spain. 

“The present war intensifies their 
sense of solidarity with the nations 
fighting for liberty and against Nazism. 
The Jews were the first victims of Nazi 
aggression. They suffered simultan- 
eously with the labor movement. Even 
in the tidal wave of misery engulfing 
lands overrun by Hitler’s hordes, the 
suffering of the Jewish masses is un- 
precedented. 

“A Nazi invasion of Palestine would 
spell the annihilation of the Jewish 
population, and jeopardize our nation’s 
historic hopes. The Jews of Palestine 
are exerting all their strength to meet 
this threat. Thousands of our best 
men, foremost among them members 
of our cooperative and collective agri- 
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cultural settlements and of the labor 
movement generally, have already vol- 
unteered. Tens of thousands more eag- 
erly await their turn. Thanks largely 
to the labor of the Jewish people, 
Palestine has become a center of the 
agricultural and industrial war effort in 
the Middle East. 

“In this hour of crisis, the Jewish 
workers of Palestine watch with a feel- 
ing of solidarity, hope and pride the 
epic struggle of the armies of Soviet 
Russia. This modest gift is an expres- 
sion of these feelings and of hope that 
victory will strengthen the bonds of 
friendship and brotherhood now being 
forged between them and the peoples 


of Russia, including its Jewish citizens. 

“I cannot conclude without mention- 
ing the conference now taking place 
in Jerusalem of the Palestine Victory 
League for Russia, in which the differ- 
ent groups of labor are taking an active 
part, and which is being attended by 
Mikhailov and Petrenko of the Russian 
Embassy at Ankara. 

“The Soviet representatives were 
welcomed at the headquarters of the 
Histadrut. They also inspected some 
agricultural and industrial work. We 
cannot but feel that this is a good 
augury for the future. We ask you to 
convey our message to the government 
and peoples of the Soviet Republic.” 
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Comments of the Month 
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A Goop BEGINNING 


HE DECISION of the British government to 

create a Palestine regiment consisting of separate 
Jewish and Arab infantry battalions, though far from 
meeting the demands we have been making since 
the outbreak of the war, does, nevertheless, represent 
the triumph of common sense over the obduracy of 
British colonial officialdom. 

What we demanded was a Jewish army to take 
its rightful place among the armies of the United 
Nations fighting for the freedom of the world. That 
army was to be not only a weapon against the 
common enemy, but also a symbol of the harmony 
existing between the general aims of the anti-Hitler 
front and our own national aspirations. Unfortun- 
ately, the British government did not accede to our 
demand. The Palestine policy of the British govern- 
ment is still being conducted by people who are hos- 
tile to Zionism and, who in some cases are not 
altogether free from anti-Jewish prejudices. Our 
government has a natural reluctance to criticize an 
ally, and if one is to judge by Lord Moyne’s recent 
speech in the British Parliament, the information 
furnished by British representatives to Washington is 
not likely to present our case in a favorable light. 
Probably some of the President’s Jewish friends who 
fear the effect of a Jewish army on their status as 
super-loyal Americans, are co-operating with the 
British. 

But the demand for satisfying Jewish claims has 
lately increased. Lord Cranborne’s vehement speeches 
would seem to indicate that those responsible for 
British policy in Palstine are beginning to feel un- 
comfortable. Lord Cranborne did not fail to attack 
Lord Wedgwood’s sharp addresses in Parliament, 
but he did not give an answer to the main question— 
why Jews were not to be permitted to fight in military 
formations of their own. Some concession had to be 
made and thus the plan for a Palestine regiment was 
formed. 

What the proposed regiment is to be in actual 
practice is now difficult to foretell. With fourteen 
thousand Jews serving in the Near East, the number 
of Jewish soldiers in the British army is not incon- 
siderable. Will the Palestine soldiers now serving 
with the British forces remain scattered among the 
various regiments? But one of our demands was that 
the Jewish soldiers should be concentrated in closed 
units. It now remains to be seen what the British 
government will do. However, for the time being it is 
important to have the principle of concentration rec- 
ognized. 

The announcement that the government will not 
hold to the principle of “parity” between the Jews 


and the Arabs in the formation of the Palestine regi- 
ment is significant. It means that the “numerus 
ciausus” introduced at the outbreak of the war, has 
now been done away with. If the relative ratio of 
Jews and Arabs enlisting in the British forces should 
remain what it is today, the Palestine regiment will 
be Jewish in numbers, if not in name. 

Another advantage of a Palestine regiment is the 
fact that the Palestine administration will not be able 
to ignore its achievements as it has those of the Pal- 
estine Jewish soldiers fighting in various units in the 
Near East. The Palestine censorship will no longer 
be able to suppress information about Jewish contri- 
butions on the battlefield, as it has done for instance 
in the case of Syria—it is not so easy to be silent 
when the case concerns a whole regiment. 

We may be certain that the Jewish community in 
Palestine will utilize to the full the opportunities 
offered by the formation of a Palestine regiment. To 
be sure, the Jewish Agency will continue to fight 
for the full realization of the idea of a Jewish army. 
But it must be clear to us that as long as the policy 
of the White Paper prevails and as long as it is to be 
carried out by men like Moyne, Cranborne and 
McMichael, we have no reason to expect any more 
than a partial, belated and reluctant accession to our 
just demands. 


Victory LEAGUE FOR RUSSIA 


HE CONFERENCE of the Palestine Victory Lea- 

gue for Russia, just held in Jerusalem, marks a 
significant milestone in Soviet-Zionist relations. The 
best evidence of the deep sympathy Jewish Palestine 
has felt for the struggle of Soviet Russia against 
Hitler is to be found in the substantial contribution 
made by the Histadruth to our Russian ally. (An 
account of this presentation is to be found elsewhere 
in this issue.) We hope that the presence of Soviet 
representatives who came from Ankara to attend the 
conference is an indication of a revised attitude on 
the part of Soviet Russia toward the concept of a 
Jewish homeland. 

The Soviet aides, Paul Mikhailov, First Secretary 
of the Soviet Embassy at Ankara, and M. Petrenko, 
press attache, received a rousing reception at the com- 
munal settlements they visited, and seemed to have 
been duly impressed by the Jewish pioneers’ attempt 
to put the cooperative principles of socialism into 
practice. After a visit to the Kibbutz Maabaroth, 
Petrenko declared: “You've done wonders in your 
own way and we have every hope for closer relations 
between yourselves and ourselves.” On the last day 
of the conference, Mr. Mikhailov stated that “each 
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day I and my companions have spent in Palestine we 
have realized increasingly what great solidarity and 
sympathy for the Soviet struggle exists here. Your 
undertaking, part of which we have seen, has made 
the deepest impression on us.” 

The message sent to the conference by the Jewish 
Anti-Fascist- Committee in Kuibishev was perhaps 
the most forthright statement of Jewish solidarity 
which has as yet come out of Soviet Russia. Its words 
indicate a new era in the relations existing between 
Russian Jewry and the Jews in other parts of the 
world: 

“Tt is but natural that Palestine was among the first 
to respond to the struggle of the Red Army, among 
whom the Jewish soldiers are inscribing new and 
glorious pages of Jewish history. The same danger 
threatening us threatens Palestine, where the Jews, 
with great toil, created a National Home. The friend- 
ship and mutual understanding bettween us will not 
be severed even after the war and, as our great poet, 
Tschernichowsky, stated at the Conference of Heb- 
rew writers in Jerusalem, the barrier between our- 
selves has fallen and we and our brethren are one 
people.” 

But perhaps the most heart-warming words of all 
were pronounced by Petrov who after a visit to a 
communal farm, concluded his greetings to the Jew- 
ish workers around him with the Hebrew words: 


Shalom, chaverim. 


Dr. MAGNES AGAIN 


) A COMMUNICATION printed elsewhere in 
this issue, Mr. Norman Bentwich takes us to task 
for the article on Dr. Magnes which appeared in 
the July FRONTIER. Mr. Bentwich disagrees with the 
statement that the Hebrew University is the creation 
of political Zionism, and he views the demand that 
Dr. Magnes resign his post as president of the Uni- 
versity as an attack on academic freedom. He is 
amazed that a labor publication should take so re- 
actionary a stand. 


Mr. Bentwich’s statement that the funds for the 
University have been largely forthcoming from 
sources other than the Zionist Organization in no way 
_ invalidates the fact that the Hebrew University 

could only have been made possible by political 
Zionism. There are many institutions of Jewish learn- 
ing in various parts of the world supported by various 
endowments. These institutions are notable centers 
of Jewish culture and Jewish scholarship. Will any 
one, however, pretend for a moment that they are 
surrounded by the special aura which clings to the 
University on Mount Scopus? Can any one honestly 
say that the enthusiasm which, in 1925, made the 
dedication of a comparatively small college in Jeru- 
salem a world event, was caused merely by the delight 
at a further addition to the academic fold? Can one 
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for a moment conceive the Hebrew University as 
either brought into being, or continuing to exist as a 
force, without a Jewish homeland from which to rise 
and in which to function? The Hebrew University, 
from the moment of its inception, was universally 
acclaimed as one of the first and most characteristic 
manifestations of Jewish nationhood. In that lies its 
special significance and its special influence. 


Mr. Bentwich, however, claims that even if the 
Hebrew University were really the creation of poli- 
tical Zionism, he would still view the request for 
Dr. Magnes’ resignation as an onslaught on freedom 
of speech. We should like to remind Mr. Bentwich 
that Dr. Magnes is not a professor in the University 
teaching some objective science like physics or as- 
tronomy, and dabbling in politics on the side. He 
holds a purely administrative post. His weight as a 
political power derives primarily from the authority 
of that post. And what are his political activities? 
According to recent despatches, Dr. Magnes has now 
settled down to the formation of a new political 
party to be known as Ichud whose purpose is a bi- 
national state along the lines described in our July 
issue. Among other things, Dr. Magnes suggests 
that the Jewish National Fund eliminate the clause 
from its by-laws which provides that land acquired 
through the Jewish National Fund be used for Jews 
only. Dr. Magnes’ new party accepts a minority status 
for the Jews of Palestine as its contribution to Arab- 
Jewish harmony, and is willing to surrender the car- 
dinal principle of Jewish labor. In other words, Dr. 
Magnes is committed to a course which is the direct 
antithesis of everything for which Zionism stands. 


We do not propose at this time again to argue the 
non-Zionist, or anti-Zionist, character of Dr. Magnes’ 
program. As a private individual Dr. Magnes is en- 
titled to his views no matter how fallacious we may 
consider these to be. But the Jewish Homeland has 
only one University. It has no wealth of Oxfords 
and Cambridges with many colleges and many 
masters. No one will regard a master in Cambridge— 
the example which Mr. Bentwich adduces—as a 
spokesman for Great Britain. But when the Presi- 
dent of the Hebrew University founds parties and 
seeks to treat with the Arabs, according to his lights, 
he is accepted by the world as a representative of 
Jewish nationalism. Since, however, Dr. Magnes no 
longer represents the Jewish national will which built 
the University, which brought students to its halls, 
which made a land in which these students could 
dwell, but is the voice of a minority opposition, we 
again ask that he resign. We have no objections 
to Dr. Magnes’ entering the political arena. We 
merely request that before doing so he divest himself 
from the political prestige which attaches to the 
Presidency of the University on Mount Scopus. 








A NoTABLE ACHIEVEMENT 


ee SPITE of the perils facing Palestine and of the 
stupendous military effort made by the Yishuv, 
the work of building the Homeland goes on. Plans 
are being made and carried into practice as if there 
were no war and no threat of invasion. 

Thus, the Palestine Labor Bank (Bank Ha-Poa- 
lim) recently founded a new important financial 
institution—the Palestine trade corporation Ampal. 
The purpose of the new undertaking was originally 
one of a dual nature: first, to provide Palestine’s eco- 
nomic projects with raw materials from America and, 
second, to grant loans to various worth-while under- 
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takings, especially those of the labor economy. The 
first of these tasks is unfortunately rendered impos- 
sible during the war because of difficulties in trans- 
portation, but the need of securing loans at favor- 
able terms for the Histadrut projects is very urgent 
at present, and there is lack of capital to satisfy that 
need. The Ampal has undertaken to secure those 
credits on the basis of guarantees by national funds. 

The Ampal corporation can now conduct its ac- 
tivities only in one country—in America. It has 
issued its shares here, and its capable representative, 
Abraham Dickenstein, is now busily engaged in the 
work. The new undertaking deserves the widest 
support of all. 


GO TO NINEVEH 


by Hayim Greenberg 


5 wee BOOK OF JONAH, read in the synagogues 
every year on the Day of Atonement, has a last- 
ing moral quality which overshadows the scholarly 
discussions as to when and by whom it was written. 
The Cabbalists and early Christians put a mystical 
interpretation on the book and connected it with 
their ideas on the immortality of the soul. But any- 
one approaching the book without any preconceived 
ideas can see that there are no mystic elements in it. 

The style is simple, transparent, and not charged 
with any particular allusions. The story itself is 
straightforward and its moral is obvious. Once a 
man is endowed by God with a prophetic spirit, then 
he remains, willy-nilly, a servant of the Lord for the 
rest of his life. No rebellion on his part can change 
this. 

Jonah, the son of Amittai, revolted against God. 
He wished to place his own will, his own prejudices, 
and his limited concept of justice above God’s com- 
mand. Should he “go to Nineveh, that great city, 
and proclaim against it,” that it should be destroyed 
by God’s wrath? Why should he? Nineveh was the 
capital city of Israel’s mightiest enemy, a city rotten 
with sin and crime, for did not God Himself say, 
“their wickedness is come up before me?” Then let 
the wicked perish without prophecy, without a warn- 
ing. To be sure, God did not send him there merely 
as a bearer of evil tidings, to inform the inhabitants 
that the final sentence from which there is no appeal 
had been passed upon them. He suspected God of 
“weakness” and a desire to act not according to the 
strict letter of the law, of seeking to avert a punish- 
ment which He had already decreed upon the people 
of Nineveh. “. . ° for I knew that Thou are a 
gracious God, and compassionate, long-suffering, and 
abundant in mercy, and repentest Thee of the evil.” 
Jonah was afraid that perhaps the inhabitants of 
Nineveh might repent on hearing his prophecy and 


God would alter his decision. To use later terms, he 
considered himself the bearer of “the attribute of 
justice,” and suspected God of being inclined toward 
the “attribute of mercy.” What he forgot was that 
mercy and forgiveness were in themselves part of a 
righteous judgment. 

Jonah had another motive for refusing to go to 
Nineveh. Nineveh lay outside of the Land of Pales- 
tine, an alien city of pagan, unclean worship. But he 
was a prophet of Israel and for Israel. He believed 
that the spirit of prophecy was given to him with the 
understanding that he pour it out only upon Jewish 
soil for Jews to hear, that the Gentiles had no part in 
it. True enough, nearly all the prophets had spoken 
their word about alien lands and alien peoples. Thus 
Habbakuk’s main theme was the Chaldeans, Obad- 
iah’s was Edom, and Nahum’s Nineveh itself. But 
these were prophecies made to the Jews, not directly 
to the Gentiles. With the possible exception of Elijah 
whom God once sent to idol-worshipping Sidon, 
Jonah was the only prophet sent abroad with a direct 
mission to the uncircumcised. And even Elijah was 
not sent to the community of Sidon. His mission, as 
related in the First Book of Kings, seems to have been 
concerned only with one individual among the non- 
Jews, the sick child of the Sidonese widow whom he 
brought back to life. But Jonah was sent not to an 
individual but to the whole unclean community of 
Nineveh whom God should have destroyed long 
before. To bring to them the prophecy of destruction 
was risky. They might repent their sins: God might 
hearken to their prayer; and Nineveh might be saved. 

“Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the 
presence of the Lord,” rather than carry out his mis- 
sion. A later commentary spoke of that flight saying 
that Jonah would rather have perished in the sea 
than bring misfortune upon his own people by 
effecting the salvation of Nineveh. Another com- 
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mentator, evidently more prosaic, says that Jonah 
paid a sum as great as the value of the whole ship, for 
his trip from Jaffa to Tarshish, so strong was his 
desire to see God’s condemnation of Nineveh full- 
filled. At any rate, he did not want to help save 
Nineveh. (Signs of this Jewish “particularism” or 
“chauvinism” may be seen much later in the New 
Testament: Jesus himself emphasizes on several occa- 
sions that he was sent only to the “lost sheep of 
Israel” and commands his disciples not to go to the 
Gentiles with their tidings of gladness. ) 

Jonah fled, but can one flee from God’s command? 
A week later, legend tells us, the storm affected 
only that one ship, and all other ships proceeded on 
their way peacefully. Moreover, the fish which swal- 
lowed Jonah had been prepared for that task from 
the very first day of creation. “And the Lord prepared 
a great fish to swallow up Jonah”; the prophet was 
not to know of any limitations on the message he was 
to carry. He must carry it also to the lands of the 
uncircumcised. And if he wanted to narrow his 
horizon and narrow his heart, God would show him 
what narrowness was. He was not to reach Tarshish, 
and soon God was to hear his prayer “out of the fish’s 
belly.” 

The rebellious prophet received his punishment by 
being incarcerated for days and nights in the dark 
dungeon of the fish’s belly. A later commentary says 
that after the sailors on the ship had seen Jonah 
spewed out on dry land by the fish, they went to 
Jerusalem, had themselves circumcised, and devoted 
themselves and their wives and their children and 
their belongings to the service of the Lord. This 
showed that even these uncircumcised, sinful people 
were not beyond salvation, and what happened to 
them could also happen to the inhabitants of 
Nineveh. The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob was 
also their God, and if they did not serve Him today 
they would be ready to serve Him tomorrow. “Go to 
Nineveh,” He told Jonah. 

* * * 

But the story of Jonah is more than a protest 
against narrow nationalism. Its moral deals also with 
the very essence of Jewish prophecy. The prophet is 
not merely one who predicts events which will or 
which must occur in the future. If he were no more 
than that, there would be no difference between a 
prophet and a pagan oracle. For the oracle there is 
no “if.” It only knows that thus it will be under all 
circumstances, no matter how man will act or fail to 
act. The decree which the pagan oracle knows is 
categorical and absolute and ultimate. Neither 
human will nor even the will of the gods can alter it. 
It is Fate, unchangeable and immutable. A decree of 
this sort is independent of punishment and retribu- 
tion, of sin and innocence. The catastrophe predicted 
by the oracle is not a punishment for transgression, 
and has very little relation to morality or immorality. 
Not only with primitive peoples but even with such 


> 


civilized people as the Greeks, Fate is outside of 
morality. This is evident in all of Greek mythology 
as well as in the highly-developed tragedies of Aes- 
chylus, Sophocles and Euripides. The essence of 
classic tragedy is in a large measure the problem of 
the “innocently guilty,” of the criminal who is so 
against his own will and his own intentions, of the 
helpless individual whom Fate itself leads to sin and 
crime and misfortune against all his efforts to avoid 
them. The best-known example of this is the legend 
of King Oedipus. Jewish prophecy, in contrast to 
pagan prophecy, knows no fatalism. There is no Fate 
within the whole Jewish concept. There is no faith 
in blind decrees. But there is Providence watching 
and listening over the world. Providence may be 
appealed to, may be prayed to, may be moved to do 
man’s desire, if that desire is just and pure. Jewish 
prophecy, therefore, is by its function and its char- 
acter conditional rather than categorical. Jonah 
wanted to see an immutable decree in God’s decision 
to destroy Nineveh. Had he been certain that God 
interpreted the decision in the same way, he would 
not have fled to Tarshish. Therein lay his transgres- 
sion. Instead of being a prophet whose prophecy 
would bring warning and move the sinful to repent 
and to purge themselves of their sin, he preferred 
being an oracle, a golem through whom spoke the 
blind, brutal, fatal future. By this he lowered the 
prophetic calling; he destroyed the conditional nature 
of God’s decrees. He confused God’s hatred of evil in 
man with God’s hatred of the evil man, as if the evil 
man were evil in essence and beyond hope, and con- 
demned forever to be wicked with no road of repent- 
anc open to him. By his disbelief in repentance and in 
God’s “duty” to accept it and to “rend the evil of His 
decrees’ he became a blasphemer, closer to paganism 
than to the Jewish God. Still greater was his crime 
in not wanting to see the uncircumcised of Nineveh 
begin believing in his God and proclaim a day of fast- 
ing, clothing themselves in sackcloth, and the king of 
Nineveh shed his mantle and cover himself with 
sackcloth and sit in the ashes on the ground. He was 
unwilling to rejoice with God at the sight of the 
drama of human repentance and cleansing. It was 
for this narrow-minded, unprophetlike inability to 
rejoice with God that he was severely reprimanded. 
“Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for which thou 
hast not labored, neither madest it grow, which came 
up in a night, and perished in a night; and should not 
I have pity on Nineveth, that great city, wherein are 
more than six score thousand persons that cannot dis- 
cern between their right hand and their left hand, 
and also much cattle.” 
* * * 

That is why the book of Jonah fits so well into the 
Yom Kippur service. The very sense of the Day of 
Atonement is faith in Providence and denial of Fate; 
faith in repentance and in its redeeming power; 
hatred of the evil in man and hope that man will 
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ultimately overcome that evil. The moral horizon 
of Yom Kippur is wide and distant, limitlessly 
universal, in the perspective of which the barrier 
between one of the Covenant and one of the uncir- 
cumcised is obliterated. “And all species may fear 
Thee, and all creatures may bow to Thee, and may 
they all become one community to do Thy will with a 
whole heart.” And God is praised for his quality 
of forgiveness on Yom Kippur: “Thou extendest Thy 
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hand to the sinners and Thy right hand is extended to 
receive those that return to Thee.” For on that day 
prayers are offered also for the wicked. “For Thou 
wishest the repentance of the wicked and Thou dost 
not desire their death, for, as it is said, God said, ‘As I 
live,’ says the Lord god, ‘I do not desire the death of 
the wicked, but the return of the wicked from his 
ways.” On Yom Kippur prayers are offered for 
Nineveh, for all the Ninevehs of the world. 


DISCRIMINATION IN WAR JOBS 


by Louis H. Sobel 


4 | DO hereby reaffirm the policy of the United 
States that there shall be no discrimination in 
the employment of workers in defense industries or 
Government because of race, creed, color or national 
origin and I do hereby declare that it is the duty of 
employers and of labor organizations in furtherance 
of said policy and of this order to provide for the full 
and equitable participation of all workers in defense 
industries without discrimination because of race, 
creed, color or national origin.” * 

In these historic words the President of the United 
States brought the full force, prestige and sanction of 
his high office and the organized facilities of our 
defense machinery into the battle against discrimina- 
tion in the job market; against the vicious anti-demo- 
cratic practise of hiring, firing or promoting workers 
on the basis of their race or creed. 

Prior to 1941 the struggle for economic equality 
had been kept alive exclusively and entirely by the 
voluntary activity of agencies and citizens organized 
by or in behalf of the disadvantaged groups: the 
National Association for the Advancement of Col- 
ored People, the National Urban League, the March 
on Washington movement for the Negroes; the 
American Jewish Congress, the Anti-Defamation 
League and the Jewish Labor Committee among the 
Jews, and similar agencies for other groups. 


Non-sectarian agencies too, backed by progres- 
sives, liberals and socially minded citizens, sensing 
and incensed by, the increasing manifestations of 
employment discrimination, developed programs for 
combatting the evil. Some of these were the National 
Conference of Christians and Jews, the Non-Sectarian 
Anti-Nazi League, the Common Council for Amer- 
ican Unity, certain labor unions, some welfare agen- 
cies and the like. 

All of these groups were motivated primarily by 
the essential injustice of discriminatory employment 
practice; by its vicious denial of the fundamental 
right to work to millions of our citizens; by the im- 





*Excerpt from Executive Order 8802, issued from the White 
House, June 25, 1941. 


measurable human suffering and privation which 
were its inevitable consequences; by its effectiveness 
as a decisive tool for the fascist forces in our midst, 
especially in heterogeneous America, with its many 
races, creeds and nationalities; by its threat to the 
very nature and life of our democracy. 


For many years, these organizations fought the 
good fight. They educated. They pleaded. They 
threatened with boycott, strike and publicity where 
that seemed the appropriate action. Some groups, 
notably the Negro, actually carried out such threats. 
They moved for effective legislation and in some 
instances were able to get limited state and municipal 
laws or ordinances. 

These groups would be the first to admit however, 
that the results as measured by the number of indivi- 
duals placed in firms and industries with discrimina- 
tory placement policies, were hardly such as to justify 
an optimistic outlook. The forces of reaction in 
America, fostered and nurtured by the victories of the 
Nazi and fascist governments the world over, con- 
tinued to make deep inroads. Under the unfortunately 
diabolically clever leadership of Hitler and his co- 
horts everywhere, the army of bigotry was on the 
march. Because of the restricted resources, material 
and manpower which the organizations noted above, 
as well as others, had at their disposal, only a rear- 
guard, holding action was possible as democratic 
governments continued to beat a retreat on the 
international scene. 

The outbreak of actual war and the acceptance by 
the United States even prior to Dec. 7th, 1941 of its 
natural role as the “Arsenal of Democracy,” made it 
necessary that our productive manpower and mach- 
inery of our country be placed on an “all-out” basis 
with all possible haste. The Government proceeded 
to take appropriate steps. Conversion and re-tooling 
became the catch words of our production machinery. 
The flow of supplies and materials had to be sharply 
controlled and re-chanelled. New money, manage- 
ment and machines had to be found or created. As 
war production went into high gear it became increas- 
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ingly difficult to find the men to run the machines and 
get the material. Our manpower reserves, as repre- 
sented by the unemployed, became depleted. 

Despite the increasingly critical nature of our war 
program however, and the obvious need for the full- 
est use of all hands regardless of their color, creed or 
national origins, discrimination in employment con- 
tinued unabated. Hiring “as usual” continued to be 
the pattern. Negroes, Jews and others still found it 
difficult to get jobs. They were still the last to be 
hired and the first to be fired. The voluntary anti-dis- 
crimination agencies continued their struggle. But 
now they had on their side the all-powerful motive of 
full war production, which discriminatory employ- 
ment practices made impossible. 

The year 1941 was the turning point. In the early 
part of the year, the Governor of the State of New 
York appointed a Committee on Discrimination in 
Employment in Defense Industries under the Chair- 
manship of the State Industrial Commissioner. At 
about the same time the New York State Legislature 
passed the now famous Mahoney Act, making it il- 
legal for firms holding defense contracts to discrim- 
inate on account of race, creed or color, and fixing 
appropriate penalties. In May, 1941, the then OPM 
set up two special offices, the Negro Employment and 
Training Branch and the Minorities Division under 
the leadership of Robert Weaver and Will Alexander 
respectively. These were given power to investigate 
discriminatory practices involving interference with 
production. 

In June, 1941, the President of the United States 
issued his Executive Order No. 8802, prohibiting dis- 
criminaton in defense industries and government 
departments. While it is a matter of record that this 
Order was issued largely as the result of strong pres- 
sure by aroused Negro groups, it represented the 
farthest advance in the struggle against prejudice in 
the job market. 

The Chief Executive followed this order by the 
appointment of the President's Committee on Fair 
Employment Practice, charged with the task of inves- 
tigating alleged discriminatory practices and respon- 
sible directly to the President. The United States 
Employment Service issued an order prohibiting its 
interviewers from inquiring into the religious affilia- 
tions of those seeking work through its offices. (Un- 
fortunately the question regarding race was not elim- 
inated.) They further requested that all defense job 
orders carrying discriminatory specifications be re- 
ported to the directors of the U. S. E. S. for appropri- 
ate action. In the meanwhile, provisions against dis- 
crimination had been made a standard part of every 
production contract entered into by the Government. 

The local voluntary civic groups and agencies took 
heart at the Government’s interest and action. They 
prepared to mobilize their forces to turn over to the 
various government agencies their skill and “know 
how,” developed through their own rich experiences. 
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The Jewish organizations with an interest in and pro- 
gram for combatting discrimination, such as the 
American Jewish Congress, the Jewish Labor Com- 
mittee, the Anti-Defamation League and the Amer- 
ican Jewish Committee, plus specific agencies in local 
communities such as Community Councils and Bur- 
eaus on Jewish Employment Problems recognized the 
need for united action. They agreed to clear their 
contacts and program in this area, through the Jewish 
Occupational Council. This agency, originally estab- 
lished to coordinate the placement and vocational 
guidance services throughout the country, assumed 
the additional responsibility for clearing and coordin- 
ating the previously unrelated and often competitive 
anti-discrimination program of the groups indicated 
above. 

In the larger areas and cities of our country, these 
same organizations developed the machinery for 
more effective community team-work through local 
Councils on Fair Employment Practice. New York 
City took the lead in this direction and was followed 
rapidly by Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland, northern 
New Jersey and other communities. They cleared 
their activities among themselves and with the field 
representatives of the several governmental agencies 
involved. 

They were particularly effective in helping the 
President’s Fair Employment Practice Committee 
prepare the public hearings which it held in Los 
Angeles, Chicago, New York and even Birmingham, 
Ala.; public hearings at which specific firms were 
named and the accusing finger pointed directly. 

The President’s Committee became the spearhead 
in the attack on discrimination. Its administration 
was placed in the hands of Lawrence W. Cramer, for- 
mer Governor of the Virgin Islands. Approaching 
the problem slowly and with caution in its first few 
months, it moved into full action as soon as it had its 
roots firmly planted. A field staff was appointed and 
to it was assigned the task of getting the facts and 
recommending appropriate action. The open hear- 
ings referred to above were held during this period. 
Others were planned. 

The forthright program of the Committee won for 
it the whole-hearted support of decent-minded citi- 
zens and groups everywhere. They were encouraged 
to feel and believe that real progress was in the offing. 
The Committee had indicated a willingness and cap- 
acity to attack the problem with vigor and vitality. In 
its first year of operation, the Committee operated on 
a budget of about $80,000. In June, 1942, the F. E. 
P. C. requested the sum of one and a quarter millions 
to expand and strengthen its activities. They pro- 
jected further hearings (even one in the Southwest 
on the Mexican labor problem); regional offices for 
the investigation and follow through on complaints; 
follow-up on previous hearings and other practical 
steps. In short, it was ready to go places and do 
things. 
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During the same period, Dr. Weaver's office, Mr. 
Alexander’s Division, and the New York State Gov- 
ernor’s Committee on Discrimination, had also grown 
and expanded and some of the loopholes in state laws 
(notably N. Y.) had been plugged. 

But there were ominous rumblings in the distance, 
particularly in the far south; rumblings of protest 
against this effort to gain a measure of economic 
equality for the disadvantaged groups. As might 
have been expected the Birmingham ‘hearings’ of the 
F.E.P.C. raised a hornets’ nest. The Committee was 
subjected to attack from all the forces of reaction. 
With it came threats to the whole progressive pro- 
gram in the field of race relations upon which our 
New Deal government had embarked. 

For many years, the United States Employment 
Service had maintained separate placement offices 
for Negroes and Whites in the very shadow of the 
White House. In January, 1942, the administration 
of the U.S.E.S. sought to abolish this particular form 
of segregation and Jim-Crowism. The order for an 
integrated employment bureau was actually issued. 
It was quickly scotched, however, by the Southern bloc 
which threatened the U.S.E.S. with a cut in appropri- 
ations (the Finance and Appropriations Committee 
of Congress are largely in the hands of the Gentle- 
men from the South). 

The executive officers of the respective war agencies 
and even the President’s desk itself, were the constant 
recipients of protests and cries from employers that 
their rights (read prejudices) were being violated. 
All the usual pressure techniques were applied to 
avoid compliance with the spirit and intent of Execu- 
tive Order 8802. Exceptions were claimed to avoid 
conflict with local customs and mores. 

As late as July 1st, 1942, the U.S.ES. responded 
to this pressure by issuing its Operations Bulletin No. 
C-45, ordering the placement workers in its 1500 
offices throughout the country to accept orders which 
specify race, creed or national origins even from em- 
ployers holding war production contracts. The Bul- 
letin did emphasize the need for trying to relax such 
restrictions, and provided further that all such dis- 
criminatory employers be reported to the administra- 
tion of the U.S.E.S. But, and this must be underscored, 
it permitted such orders to be filled through the 
U.S.E.S. (except in states like New York, where it 
would be in violation of existing laws). 

The Bulletin (C-45) went even further. On Feb. 


18, 1942, the U.S.E.S. had ordered the elimination of 


the questions regarding religious affiliation on its ap- 
plication card. This was properly applauded as a step 
forward. In its Bulletin of July 1st, (C-45) permit- 
ting the filling of discriminatory orders, the previous 
ruling regarding religion was cancelled, in effect, by 
the following instructions: 

“If the order includes a specification concerning 
creed which the employer is unwilling to eliminate, 
and information for selection is not available on the 
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application card, the necessary information will be 

received at the time of pre-referral interview.” 

Obviously, procedures of this kind made the U.S.- 
ES. a party to discrimination in the job market in 
direct violation of the stated policy and principle of 
the U.S. government as promulgated by the President 
himself. 

The administration of the U.S.E.S. ‘justified’ this 
step on the following ‘practical’ grounds: 

(a) that employers who wished to discriminate 
would turn to sources other than the U.S.ES. for 
their help so that nothing would be gained and 
the public agency would suffer a ‘loss of busi- 
ness’. 

(b) that through these other sources employers 
would be encouraged to ‘pirate’ labor from other 
vital industries. 

(c) that there will be a loss in production from the 
failure to fill openings quickly. 

There is some validity in each of these arguments. 
But these should be balanced against even greater 
‘realities’ and ‘practical’ production factors, namely, 
(a) the obvious loss of production as a result of 

millions of workers employed below their skills 
or even unemployed, only because of their race, 
creed or national origin. 

(b) the immeasurable but tremendous lift in the will 
and zeal of the great majority of our fifty mil- 
lion workers, which would flow from a forth- 
right, courageous attempt to put into practice the 
principle of economic equality. 

There is nothing so real as the morale and esprit 
de corps of a worker. It has a direct relationship to 
production as every personnel man, employer and 
foreman, will testify. Who can measure the increase 
in production which would flow from the more will- 
ing hands of millions of workers? It is against these 
very realistic considerations, that the practical prem- 
ises for the U.S.E.S. order to refer workers on dis- 
criminatory job openings, should have been weighed. 
They would have been found wanting. 

Perhaps the most alarming backward step in the 
whole government anti-discrimination program was 
also taken in July, 1942, when the President’s Fair 
Employment Practice Committee, which had hitherto 
been responsible directly to the Chief Executive was 
transferred to the War Manpower Commission under 
the supervision of Paul V. McNutt. 

The transfer came without warning even to the 
F.E.P.C. itself and quite properly raised a storm of 
protest among the groups which had come to look 
upon the President’s Committee as the most hopeful 
and most helpful tool to combat prejudice in employ- 
ment. 

It was their feeling that the F.E.P.C. derived its 
usefulness primarily from the prestige and sanction 
from its direct connection with the President. Under 
the War Manpower Commission the Committee 
would become only one of several agencies con- 
cerned with total problem of manpower, It would 
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have to be concerned with the demands of employers, 
labor unions and special interest groups of all kinds. 
It would have to compromise and adjust to the inevit- 
able disadvantage of the weaker groups in any given 
area. As an independent agency the F.E.P.C. could 
approach the problem directly, constantly raising its 
sights. In the War Manpower Commission it could 
have at best only coordinate ranking with other 
important departments. The result would have to be 
a loss in its effectiveness. 

The case against the transfer was best stated in a 
letter of protest by the March on Washington Move- 
ment, addressed to the President of the United States, 
pointing up the significance of this step for the 
Negroes in the following words: 

“If the Fair Employment Practice Committee is 
transferred to the Man Power Commission, it will 
undoubtedly be subject to the orders of the regional 
directors. Southern Regional Directors will bend 
every effort to sabotage the Committee’s work. The 
War Man Power Commission will soon have to ask 
Congress for more funds. Congressmen and Senators 
from the South who enjoy their abnormal prestige 
and power from the numerical strength of the Negro 
while at the same time withholding from him the 
right of vote, will refuse to appropriate funds for the 
Commission unless the Fair Employment Practice 
Committee is killed or hamstrung. 

Further, the Chairman of the Man Power Commis- 
sion is a candidate for the Democratic Nomination for 
the Presidency in 1944. As such a candidate, he 
must seek votes in the Democratic Convention from 
the solid South. The South is committed to the propo- 
sition that Negroes shall never be given equality of 
Opportunity. It is too much to ask a human being 
aspiring to the greatest office on earth to clash violent- 
ly with the small men of the South. The Fair Em- 
ployment Practice Committee must have the authority 
and sanction and prestige of you and your office 
directly behind it.” 

Despite these protests the transfer went through. 
The President felt called upon to assure the many 
interested groups that, in his opinion, the new auspices 
of the F.E.P.C. would increase its effectiveness. This 
he did after the transfer. 

In the meanwhile it is to be hoped that the War 
Man Power Commission will allow the F.E.P.C. the 
freedom of action which it requires and the budget 
necessary to execute its program effectively. 

Without these, the Committee cannot carry on. 
Without the Committee the cause of equal rights in 
the job market will have suffered immeasurably. 
Without a meaningful, real anti-discrimination pro- 
gram, our war effort will be impeded by the internal 
struggle and strife, disillusionment and indifference, 
lack of morale and morals, which prejudice and bias 
bring in their wake. 
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These are consequences which we can ill afford at 
any time in a dynamic democracy; least of all in an 
all-out war with the hope for civilization hanging in 
the balance. 
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CANADA'S JEWS AND CANADA’‘S WAR 


by Reuven Frank 


A’ FIRST it was a Jewish war. Everyone from 
Vancouver to Halifax was saying that it was a 
Jewish war, that the only reason the country was in it 
was that Hitler had killed a couple of Jews, and they 
were damned if they would enlist unless the Jews did. 
This attitude was so prevalent and so damaging that 
the Dominion government officials were sincerely 
worried, and tried to take what steps they could. 
They knew that the rumors and the anti-Semitism 
were the work of enemy agents, but there was little 
to be done because the rumors fell on fertile soil. 
* * * 


The fall of France changed all that. The easy way 
out was gone, and it was no longer possible to blame 
the Jews. Nor was it any longer possible to criticize 
the Jews. With the rest of the population, they 
swung in behind the war effort. The war ceased to be 
a private affair restricted to derelicts, Old Country 
men and super-patriots. It became a democratic war 
which concerned everybody. There is no one in 
Canada who will dare say that the Jews were found 
wanting in any way. 

The Jews form 1.4 percent of the total population 
of Canada. Jews form 1.75 percent of the total 
armed forces of Canada. More important than that, 
the Jewish boys tend to gravitate to the Royal 
Canadian Air Force, which is the most active of the 
three arms. There are also quite a few in the Army, 
many of whom have already seen action. The 
Canadian Navy is small enough to be able to main- 
tain itself still as a rather exclusive club. 

As for anti-Semitism, the boys just don’t take any 
of that. When a young man is in an army camp he 
does not wait for the proper communal organizations 
to start their machinery rolling, nor does he write a 
letter to the papers. He just whales in with all fists 
flying. There have been some instances of this at 
some of the camps but they are growing scarcer—for 
obvious reasons. 

In the civilian part of the war effort the situation is 
less heartening. There are still firms which follow 
discriminatory labor practices. There are a few Jews 
in the higher civil service jobs, dollar-a-year men, 
industry administrators of the price control system, 
etc. But there are still very few who get into the 
lower positions. The situation, however, used to be 
worse. 

In the home defense training camps, too, the situa- 
tion leaves much to be desired. Canada has conscrip- 
tion for service in Canada only, but once these boys 
are in camp every possible moral (and other) pres- 
sure is put on them to convince them to join the 
active services. They are treated very poorly and, in 





the case of Jewish boys, special discrimination is 
sometimes employed. 

In these conscripted home defense units, of course, 
the proportion of Jews is the same as that in the 
general population. If the Dominion government 
had had the courage and the fortitude to apply con- 
scription for overseas service right from the begin- 
ning, instead of leaving the active army to groups 
that were unrepresentative of the population and, in 
fact, hostile to the Mackenzie King government itself, 
they might never have been faced with the demoraliz- 
ing slogan of a Jewish war. Today it is pointed out in 
saner quarters that Canada’s volunteer army is pro- 
portionately larger than America’s conscript army 
and that eight hundred thousand out of a population 
of eleven million are directly engaged in vital war 
work. Besides this total of about one and a half mil- 
lion engaged in the fighting services or in supply 
there are part-time reserve units, the conscript home 
defense units, the civilian defense units, secondary 
war industries, etc. Canada is totally geared for war 
and although the government has the right, given by 
a recent plebiscite, to conscript for service outside 
Canada, it seems unlikely that the right will be used. 

In contrast to the conditions in the home defense 
units the situation in the regular army camps seems 
to be, on the whole, healthy and encouraging. The 
regular regimental units are for the most part accept- 
ing Jews gladly and the officers are more than pleased 
at their own surprise to find that Jews can and do 
fight. They actually did not believe it before. As a 
matter of fact, many of them reasoned that the Jews, 
being foreigners rather than good Canadians, would 
have no reason to fight. Ignorance rather than vicious- 
ness seems to have dictated former policies. Now a 
very healthy situation has been set up by the fact that 
all ranks realize that Jews can be and are good Can- 
adians and that they can and do fight. 

A great deal of attention has been paid—even in 
the American press, which usually ignores Canadian 
affairs—to the enlistment of David Croll. At the 
time he enrolled in the Essex Scottish Regiment as a 
private, Mr. Croll was mayor of Windsor, Canada’s 
important “border city,” and was a member of the 
provincial parliament of Ontario. He had served as 
Minister of Public Welfare in the provincial govern- 
ment, the first Jew to reach cabinet rank in Canada 
and, although forced to resign over a difference of 
opinion with the premier, he had gained immense 
popularity through the reasoned and dignified way in 
which he carried out his resignation. Everybody in 
Ontario, if not in all of Canada, knew Dave Croll, 
and everyone knew he was a Jew. 
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He was one of the few legislators who did enlist, 
and the only one of any importance who enlisted as a 
private. The prestige the Jews earned through the 
enlistment of this one man is great enough to deserve 
special attention. But it has received, I think, a little 
too much. The real boost came when the Jews sur- 
prised their non-Jewish neighbors by proving they 
were as good and as patriotic and as brave as anyone 
else. 

* * * 

Organized anti-Semitism had been dealt a death- 
blow by the war, as might have been expected. Anti- 
Semitism, in Canada as elsewhere, was not organized 
until Nazism came and gave it a philosophy. Once 
Nazism became the enemy, anti-Semitism went with 
it. In Montreal, a Canadian Jewish leader told me, 
“The government has taken over our anti-defamation 
work.” 

This, too, dates from the fall of France. Before 
that the government was much more interested in its 
Communist-hunt than in doing anything about fas- 
cists. German and Italian nationals were attended to, 
but native fascists went about free. Almost a year of 
war had gone by before Adrien Arcand, leader of the 
Canadian Union of Fascists and most important open 
pro-Nazi in Canada, was put in a concentration camp. 
(Some time before the outbreak of war an enterpris- 
ing newspaper photographer had caught several men 
of the Royal Canadian Artillery giving Arcand the 
Nazi salute at a C. U. F. meeting. This created quite 
a stir, but no action was taken. It was not considered 
improper at that time for a Canadian soldier to be a 
fascist. ) 


Scott, Arcand’s right-hand man, has accompanied. 


him behind barbed-wire as have several other prom- 
inent fascists. The rest are lying low. In the English- 
speaking sections there is no activity at all that any- 
one can find. The foreign subversive groups, White 
Russian, etc., are pretty well submerged. There are 
those, however, who believe that there is a strong 
underground movement. 

In French Canada the situation is not quite the 
same. A movement called Achetons Chez Nous, 
openly anti-Semitic, had to be drawn to the govern- 
ment’s attention by Jewish communal organizations 
before steps were taken for its suppression. L’Ordre 
Jacques - Cartier, a new ultra-nationalist French - 
Canadian organization has just sprung up with 
important backing. Hatred of the French-Canadian 
for the English-Canadian is being cleverly exploited. 
The situation is made more difficult by the fact that 
the post of Minister of Justice in the Dominion 
government, and thus the power to suppress these 
groups, traditionally goes to a French-Canadian when 
the Liberal Party is in power. 

But even as regards French Canada, there are many 
responsible Jews and English-Canadians who claim 
the situation has been exaggerated. They point out 
that French-Canadian enlistments are only slightly : 
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lower, proportionately, than those for the country as a 
whole. Anti-conscription feeling is strong, but not as 
strong as many expected. “We have our differences,” 
one French-Canadian said, “but such men as Chaloult 
(a young member of the Quebec legislature who had 
made an openly pro-fascist and pro-Vichy speech) 
make us ashamed before you.” 
* * * 


The Jews of Canada are in the war as Jews, to a 
certain extent. To a much greater extent they are in 
the war as Canadians. Their fellow-countrymen have 
begun to realize this and seem very pleased at the 
idea. Letters are appearing in such “old Canadian” 
papers as the Globe and Mail of Toronto saying that 
the Jews bore the first brunt of the Hitler terror and 
they were the first Allies. Deeply religious (Protes- 
tant) English Canada is looking with more and more 
favor on interfaith cooperation. 


Thus the war has accomplished what years of con- 
scious effort could not. The Jews of the country, by 
following their own consciences, have achieved what 
they failed to by anti-defamation and “goodwill” and 
all the other efforts to make themselves palatable to 
those about them. There is still a lot left to be desired 
in the way of tolerance, equality of opportunity, social 
equality and all the other attributes of a complete 
democracy, but partial fulfilment of these ideals is 
already assured, The Canadians, fundamentally honest, 
have realized that their conception of the Jews—and 
it was certainly a widespread one—has been mistaken. 


Mention should be given to the war work done by 
Jewish community organizations, Jewish Red Cross 
branches and relief organizations, and, especially, the 
Canadian Jewish Congress. The number and char- 
acter of the Jewish boys (and, more recently, girls) 
who have enlisted in the armed forces has been the 
prime factor in creating the new role of the Jew in 
Canada. But the work of the organizations has helped 
greatly. 
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Dr. Magnes and the Hebrew University 


by Norman Bentwich 


pectin JUST received the July number of the 
JEWISH FRONTIER, and have read of the Hebrew 
University. A friend of Dr. Magnes, a friend of Jew- 
ish Labour and a friend of academic freedm, I feel 
impelled to make a protest. The article complains 
that Dr. Magnes should advocate his new programme 
of peace with the Arabs and of the part which the 
Jews should play as mediators between the Arabs 
and the United Nations, while he remains the Presi- 
dent of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. The 
burden of the complaint is that the office of the Presi- 
dent of the University is a political office, because 
of the conditions in which the University was created, 
and that, if Dr. Magnes wishes to pursue a policy 
which is not that of the Zionist Organization, he must 
do so as a private individual on his own responsibility, 
and should therefore resign his office. 

I would point out in the first place certain misstate- 
ments of fact. It is said that the University is a crea- 
tion of political Zionism, and that the “title and 
honour of President were conferred on Dr. Magnes 
by the Zionist Movement—by political Zionism to 
be exact... The University is a national and political 
institution called into being by the vision of a large, 
growing independent Jewish community in Palestine.” 
It should be known in the U. S. A. anyhow that the 
Zionist Organization has done, and is doing, little ma- 
terially for the support of the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem. The funds for initiating the University in 
1924 and the subsequent years came mainly from a 
few American Jews who were lovers of Palestine and 
Jewish culture, but were not political Zionists, or, 
indeed, Zionists. For the first ten years after its open- 
ing, the University was maintained principally by the 
contribution of the American Friends, most of whom 
were not Zionists. And it was largely the personal 
influence of Dr. Magnes with American Jewry to- 
gether with his devotion to the hard work of organ- 
izing faculties and research institutes, that made it 
possible to bring the University down from ideal 
to reality. 

But my complaint against the article would be as 
vehement if the University had been in fact created 
by the movement of political Zionism, and were not 
an expression of the spiritual and intellectual aspir- 
- ation of the whole of Jewry. What is claimed is the 
political control of the heads of the University, and a 
denial to them of freedom of speech. That is good 
Nazi doctrine, but a sorry Jewish imitation of total- 
itarian ideas. It is the very spirit against which we 
Jews and the free peoples of Europe and America 
are fighting. It may be of interest to recall that in 
England there is no imposition of political orthodoxy 
for the academic heads of our Universities; and any 
suggestion of the kind would be fiercely resented. 


The Master of one of the colleges of Cambridge 
University is today a leading and outspoken pacifist; 
the head of Balliol College, Oxford, is a leading and 
outspoken Socialist. Every University, as Einstein has 
declared, and the Hebrew University of Jerusalem in 
particular, should express the universality of the 
human spirit. It would be a disaster if our University 
were regarded as a political institution, controlled by 
the Zionist Organization, and it seems tragic that a 
national movement, which had as one of its chief 
motives a protest against the individual assimilation 
of the Jew, should assimilate the chauvinistic ideas 
of other nationalisms. It seems tragic, too, that the 
Editor of a Jewish Socialist review should be so blind 
to the universalist teaching of our Hebrew prophets 
as to claim that the President of the University ought 
to resign if he wishes to advocate an ethical political 
programme which may not be in accord with the 
ideal of the majority of the people, but which does 
seek to give effect to one of the fundamental ideas of 
Judaism, “Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” 

May I, in conclusion, commend to the Editor and 
to the readers of the review the essay which is con- 
tained in the same number about the Significance of 
Judaism, by the late Prof. Hermann Cohen? There 
is a passage at the end of that essay which seem 
strikingly appropriate. “We must recover,” he says, 
“our faith in a moral renascence and in the moral 
future of mankind. We must recover this faith in our 
resistance to national egotism and class materialism. 
The true and living God, whom the prophets of 
Israel have made both the God of Israel and the God 
of mankind, can only breathe the air of social moral- 
ity in a universal society.” That, after all, is the basis 
of the ethical-political ideas which Dr. Magnes is 
advocating. 
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OUR: ZIONIST FAITH" 


by Jacob Klatzkin 


| er) IS IT that supports Zionism in its hope 
and faith in a Jewish Palestine? In what ele- 
ments of reality and necessity does it put its trust 
when it proposes to motivate the work of national 
regeneration by the present accomplishments and 
future realizations of Palestinian resettlement? Is 
the fulfillment of our Palestinian ideal so removed 
from all uncertainty as to justify the radical onesided- 
ness of our negation of Galuth? Whence comes this 
assurance and this confidence? 

In the course of our investigation these questions 
have already been tacitly answered. Our methods 
of positing the problem leaves no place for them. 
For it is certain that Judaism has no possibility of 
national endurance in Galuth. It has not two or more 
ways of continuing to exist. It has no choice. Hence 
those questions are idle. Downfall threatens the Jew- 
ish people and there is only one way of saving it. One 
only. Must it be a guaranteed success to be pursued? 
It would be meaningless to discuss the prospects. For 
the Jewish nation the question is one of certain de- 
struction or survival by this means. That being so, 
questions are out of place. 

The onesidedness and exclusiveness of the one pos- 
sible way of salvation lends it the dignity of a des- 
tined necessity. It is not an eventuality, seeing that 
any other way of saving the Jewish people is excluded. 
It possesses a high degree of historic reality in as much 
as the further existence of the Jewish people in 
nakedly dependent upon it. 

Theodor Herzl admirably defined this necessary 
possibility:” 

If you will it, it is no fanciful tale. And if you do 
not will it, it will remain mere fancy.” 

If you will it? Is the will the decisive thing? Is 
not this will eighteen centuries old? 

It is necessary to animadvert to the difference 
between the old Galuth and the new. In the old 
Galuth Judaism had its sure support in that portable 
state founded upon a religious constitutionalism 
which had not only been saved but was capable of 
creative expansion. Hence territorial settlement and 
delimitation was not a necessary condition of its life. 
Its love and loyalty clung to the land of the fathers; 
it consumed itself in yearning for the sacred sod. But 
these were not the exercise of a pregnant and creative 
will. Yet this was possible because Israel lived in 
perfect faith in its own indestructibility in exile. 
Israel was so serenely sure of the return of its sons to 
the promised land that it could afford to wait in 
patience, that it could even afford to say: men should 
not of their own will seek to hasten the coming of 
the day. Conscious of the fullness of its inner power, 
the people harbored a feeling of security concerning 
its existence in the present and the future. So long as 





this faith and this sense of security had power the 
will had no incentive to creative tension. 

It is otherwise in the Galuth of modernity. The old 
faith and security are gone. Hesitatingly it stands 
at the crossroads of choice. Will the danger become 
ever more visible? Will recognition of the fact that 
Judaism stands on the brink of an abyss and that there 
is but a single possibility of salvation become the 
common property of the entire Jewish people? In 
that case the will to return will be transformed from 
a yearning and a meditative wishing and a mystical 
hope into a national determination, into a coalescing 
of all the forces within the people who sees the yawn- 
ing of the abyss and takes instant thought for its own 
redemption. Then at last will the Jewish people no 
longer treat with tender considerateness those inner 
enemies who heap obstacles upon its path to Zion 
and thus affront its own national honor. Filled by 
the seriousness of this fateful question it will brand 
those traitors who remain unpunished only because 
Israel is powerless. Then and then only will that will 
of the people be awakened of which Herzl spoke:” 
If you will it, it is no idle tale.” 

The false prophets who deluded the people into 
the belief of a national future in exile are fatal to its 
national will. They divide its orientation by babbling 
of two or more forms of national preservation. They 
affirm a permanent national life in Galuth and are 
also enthusiastic about Eretz Yisrael. Thus the will of 
the people is splintered. It wavers and staggers and 
cannot concentrate upon a decisive act. A will grows 
slack and diffuse to which varying choices are pre- 
sented. 

False prophets are no less those leaders and spokes- 
men of the people who awaken the hope of an early 
realization of our Zionist faith and celebrate, as 
though it were the Geulah, redemption itself, the 
apparent favor of one of the victorious powers of the 
world. Well, we see today that such a victorious 
power can cease to be so; moreover, this confidence 
in redemption through help from without, through 
diplomatic scraps of paper—this faith in imperialism 
as a kind of Messiah, assumed the permanence of 
world imperialism and in its effectuation was a con- 
tradiction of those prophetic ideals concerning the 
rights of the poor and the oppressed which are 
forever active in the heart of the Jewish people. 

If you will it! The will is not yet ripe, not yet 
mature enough to issue in action. And it is not least 
our fault that Eretz Yisrael is not yet ours. We have 
not willed it by staking on it all we have and are as 
people, not willed with such an immense and con- 
centrated oneness of will as a people must exert that 
wills to re-possess its land. Rightly wrote the Hebrew 
poet Jacob Cahan: “Galuth is not only expiation; it is 


* Abridged from Ch. VII, Krisis und Entscheidung, translated by Ludwig Lewisshon. 
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a heavy burden of guilt.” Our national enslavement 
is a disgrace not to our oppressors alone. 

There are negative elements too upon which the 
Zionist hope may in part base itself. 

Assimilation, as we have seen, it not impossible. 
Indeed, since the destruction of our religious consti- 
tutionalism, of our state within a state, it has become 
inevitable; it has assumed the character of a natural 
process which only an heroic will can counteract. 
Nevertheless in its earlier stages its power to solve 
the Jewish problem is very problematical, more even 
so for the assimilators than for the assimlating. 

To an assimilating people those to be assimilated 
are often hard to digest. This is true, above all, of 
Jewish assimilationists. For these, descended from 
an intellectual aristocracy, are not supinely submissive 
and not completely soluble. Highly developed and 
gifted, rich in both creative and destructive capacities, 
brimming with the direct striving after definite goals 
of a cultural will to power, by energy in act and aim, 
they seek consciously or not, rather to assimilate the 
peoples to themselves than to be assimilated by them. 
Their assimilation is active and hence a source of 
irritation. 

There is a well-known Midrash: “A distress which 
is Israel’s alone is not yet one. A distress common 
to Israel and the world’s peoples, that is a true 
distress.” 

Galuth is a thing of distress not only for Israel 
but for all the peoples among whom it is dispersed. 
For us it is a national question, for the others an 
international one. And assimilation, too, the only 
possible solution of the Jewish problem im Galuth 
itself constitutes for long still another problem and is 
an evil not for Israel alone. 

The great common distress can be healed only and 
alone by Israel’s redemption from Galuth. 

Thus Herzl was justified in saying: “Our highest 
patriotism to the land of our dwelling can be exer- 
cised by seeking to solve the Jewish question for it.” 

The chief and finally determining factor, however, 
which leads us to our faith in the ideal and the accom- 
plishment of Zionism is a, positive one. 

It is admitted that assimilation is a tendency of 
the world of concrete reality. Its accomplishment, 
however, requires the conquest of both ethical and 
aesthetic obstacles. Its postulate is unfreedom; its 
realization requires dissimulation and mimicry. Is it 
not thinkable that more and more men as time goes 
on will refuse to make this sacrifice of their inner 

‘veracity and self-determination to the brute compul- 
sions of Galuth and will prefer the departure from 
Galuth and the way to Zion? 

Every people has it virtues and its vices. But its 
hidden root is always creative and fruitful; the depths 
of its soul cannot be either immoral and hideous. 
The deracinated, the assimilated, however, soon lose 
the good qualities of their ancestral clan and quickly 
adopt the evil characteristics of the models which they 
adopt for imitation. Even though they mount by the 
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process of assimilation into a very high culture the 
immediate result is a decline. For they lack the deep 
roots, the tradition, the historical experience without 
which a culture is but external civilization. Must 
the assimilatory process, then, not meet with moral 
inhibitions which in natures of the nobler sort will 
be decisive? 

Even if it could be assumed that assimilationists 
do not wound and darken their souls as individuals, 
must not the act of assimilation be recognized as 
unethical in its own nature? Even so, for instance, 
according to the socialist view, an individual capitalist 
may be a man of worth. But capitalism as such repre- 
sents to the socialist a necessarily unethical lite based 
upon exploitation and parasitism. 

From such universally human motives the Zionist 
conception of redemption may draw nourishment for 
faith in its dual conviction. 

It was no accident that Herzl appeared in the West, 
in the very hotbed of assimilation. He came to 
Zionism as a human being. It was ethical and 
aesthetic forces that drew him back to his people. 
Their glow radiates from its unadorned discourses 
and gave his by no means novel ideas their revolu- 
tionary incadescence. The simple sentence of his cen- 
tral. confession: “We are a people, one people” 
sounded like a prophetic word come from afar and 
like a revelation. For in all his words and all his 
deeds vibrate the stirrings and the stormy change of a 
great soul. He recognized assimilation as an immoral 
and an unaesthetic act. The beating of pinions 
which he heard above his head during his composi- 
tion of “The Jewish State” symbolized the vibrancy 
of a soul in its process of purification. Not otherwise 
shall we understand the phenomenon called Theodor 
Herzl. 

It is almost cynical to say that the high tide of 
anti-Semitism or the Dreyfuss affair were the motivat- 
ing factors of his teaching. They were the outer oc- 
casion only, even as was the apple's fall for Newton’s 
discovery of the law of gravitation. It is indignation 
over a moral lack which caused Herzl to flay Jewish 
deformation of other tongues instead of a beautiful 
speaking of one’s own. It was the artist’s rebellion 
against the unveracity, indignity, sinfulness of assimi- 
lation. It is the desire for wholeness and harmony 
which made Herzl demand the inner change and 
pointed to Zion. It is in this sense that he said: 
“Like a cleansing storm Zionism sweeps through all 
Jewry.” And on another occasion: “I know not 
whether we of this generation will live to see redemp- 
tion from shame and misery. It is possible, provided 
we are wise and determined. But this I do know, that 
even our being wanderers upon this way makes us 
into different men. We regain our lost inner oneness 
and therewith a bit of character which is, at least, 
our own. Now and now only are we in a position to 
compete with others who pursue the good life in jus- 
tice, love of mankind, high spiritual freedom; now 
will we be active in every field of honorable endeavor 
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and seek to achieve in art and science that which will 
cause the glow of our deeds to fall upon the poorest 
of our people. That is my idea of Judaism.” 

These general human motivations have inspired 
more especially the Zionism of the West. The naive 
Enlightenment which threatened to swallow up our 
fathers now returns many of their sons to our people, 
oddly enough by virtue of the matured values in- 
herent in that very movement: the profounder and 
subtler cultivation of all human qualities within the 
Jew as person. Thus many men in the West have in 
recent decades learned to feel assimilation as a vicious 
thing and modern life in Galuth not only as a punish- 
ment, but as both guilt and sin. Western Zionism has 
drawn its impulses more from general world culture 
than from the spring of Judaism or the realities of 
life among the Jewish masses. It is sustained by a 
heightened humanity, by a feeling of remorse, by the 
deep and conscious stirrings of freedom and of honor. 
It is the will toward a more ethical and fairer life, 
the will to the rebirth of a true human being in every 
Jew. Thence too arises the struggling, cleansing, 
religious warmth and eloquence which breathes from 
its artistic impulses and creations. 

Involuntarily the enlightenment at least in part 
functioned as a stage preparatory to Zionism. The 
lost sons of Judaism returning to their people bring 
back with them not a few values which they have 
acquired in the alien world. 
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If, therefore, civilization survives this war and 
seeks to purge itself of its sins, Zionism may set its 
faith upon the revival and cleansing of cultural 
values. For its national faith is at bottom faith in the 
power of the authentically good and fair. 

Now of course it would be a fatal underestimation 
of social and economic factors to attribute to these 
moral and aesthetic motivations the possibility of 
really curbing and not merely of disturbing the tend- 
ency toward assimilation. Nor must we forget that in 
the course of several generations expropriation turns 
into property, imitations into values earned; misrepre- 
sentation becomes sincerity and artifice merges with 
nature. In time assimilation takes root; its sin is ex- 
tinguished and obliterated by what has attained au- 
thentic form. Our Zionist faith, however, does not 
mean that Jews cannot be assimilated but that we 
would not and must not be. For this reason I spoke 
of creating obstacles to the assimilatory process and 
of my faith in the extrication from the masses of an 
intellectual elite to serve and guide the transition per- 
iod of Judaism. 

Nevertheless it may be asserted that universal 
human ideals are consciously and unconsciously ac- 
tive in Zionism side by side with those of a national 
character. The human and the national are, how- 
ever, interwoven in Judaism itself. 

The nature of Judaism is determined by two fund- 
amental elements. No people was national to the 
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same degree as the Jewish people. No people had as 
high a sense as Israel of national separateness and 
aloofness. It may be said that simultaneously with 
its discovery of the concept of the divine uniqueness 
and oneness Israel conceived the fundamental notion 
of the nation as something one and unique. In addi- 
tion, however, no other people has ever conceived of 
its separateness and strict self-integration as the in- 
strumentality of a world-historic mandate or mission. 
Separeteness and self-integration had the purpose of 
creating a priestly people whose destiny it was to be to 
carry the torch to the other peoples and to serve at 
the altar of right and justice. Thus organic oneness 
and functional parallelism filled the national form 
with a universally valid content and gave the narrow- 
ness of national particularism the breadth of a world 
wide aim and vision. In the age of the Enlightenment 
the universal content was stripped of its national 
form, which was considered a mere husk and cast 
aside. Soon the inevitable consequence of organic and 
functional paralysis set in. The content, to which 
Western Judaism clung, grew flat and stale; the ker- 
nel withered. Instead of being a model for the peoples 
the Jews became their imitators. 

Zionism by saving the national forms would also 
rescue the content of universal meanings. But Zion- 
ism repudiates the mission of misery and weakness. 
True, poverty and sorrow have always been powerful 
motivations in the betterment of civilization and the 
stimuli of progressive ideals. But are they therefore 
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Some Notes on Ezra Pound 


by J. L. 


{¥s KINSHIP of Ezra Pound, poet, and William 
Dudley Pelley, pamphleteer, may be summarized 
in one terse sentence: “born in the U.S.A. in 1885, 
professional writers, Axis propagandists.” 

It may be claimed, with seeming justice, that this 
is merely extrinsic. Both are writers and yet there 
is a great distinction. 

Ezra Pound was a major figure in the launching 
of modern American poetry, a leader of our literary 
Boston Tea Party and his name is permanently as- 
sociated with that period in American literature 
which preceded by several years the first world war 
and terminated in the middle twenties. 

William Dudley Pelley, an obscure hack, might 
have remained totally anonymous were it not for his 
pernicious activities as pretender to American fuehrer- 
ship. 

But the truth is that they are kindred in more 
sense than one. There even exists a profound literary 
relationship between the two, astounding as it may 
seem. Psychologically they have been traversing 
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to be preserved? No, Zionism rejects for Judaism the 
mission of an intermediary with this present coil of 
lurid international stratification, this entanglement of 
contradictory relationships—this mission as a blotter 
or a funnel. It strives after the mission of the deeply 
rooted, the aboriginal and creative. 

A bitter suspicion must always cloud the mission or 
function of Galuth. Men have reason to distrust it. 
They are tempted to ask: Is not this Jewish universal- 
ism and internationalism but an expression of the 
national embarrassment of the Jewish people, the 
very libertinism of homelessness? Did not the Jews 
more or less invent this cosmopolitan humanism in 
order to justify and cloak the anomaly of their situ-- 
tion? Is it heroism or a psychical profit motive when 
we, the rightless, strive for right and justice? It 
might well be asked: How would things turn out 
if the Jews had a land of their own? Would they not 
then shed these fine sentiments and sow hatred and 
enmity like all the other people and be warlike and 
lustful of conquest just like all the Christian-pagan 
nations? If they had power, would they not too mag- 
nify it? Would they not, like everybody else, pursue 
and oppress? Are they not in their present situation 
making a virtue of necessity? 

Zionism would, if one may say so, put Jewish 
virtue to the proof. And it is convinced that the un- 
enforced mission of Judaism on its historic earth 
will bear nobler fruit and will go out from Zion in 
waves of veritable universal good. 
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and William Dudley Pelley 
Teller 


parallel paths for a considerable number of years 
and a psychiatrist might be tempted to index them 
as a single case history. 

As a matter of fact theirs is the emotional case 
history of most adherents to the native fifth column, 
formerly correctly labeled “the lunatic fringe.” The 
emotional upheavals of these people can be traced 
in some measure to the disturbing effect of America’s 
self-made man myth. Our legend depicts the suc- 
cessful American as a rugged individualist who tri- 
umphed over environment, which is a hostile force to 
be conquered. The stress is thus put on challenge and 
defiance and not on adjustment. 

The maladjusted clung fiercely to this principle 
and being, generally, the weak, fell whimpering 
by the wayside frustrated in the attempt to subject 
their environment, obstinate in their refusal to make 
adjustments. The utterly impotent and stolid wallow 
in their slothfulness and follow in the Broadway 
columns the miraculous success of others, while curs- 
ing their own fate. The gifted became bullies of one 
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brand or another, some finding compensation in 
directing advertising campaigns which seek to ter- 
rify the public, by spotlighting alleged inadequacies, 
into buying certain products. 

Pound and Pelley, each a bully in his own manner, 
have tried desperately for years, to put themselves 
across with the American public. Both were always 


more bent on the achievement that brings recogni- - 


tion, than the achievement which brings inner grati- 
fication. 

Both are probably born writers, but Pound began 
with a considerable advantage over Pelley. 

Reared in a Methodist household, son of a clergy- 
man, William Dudley Pelley had little formal edu- 
cation and a scant opportunity to develop esthetic 
appreciation. At fourteen he had to seek his own 
living. His first adolescent writing reflected his back- 
ground and was in the style most familiar to him— 
consisting of tracts on religion, seasoned, as was to be 
expected, with some rebel thought. 

The half-educated youth already sought to force 
himself as a spiritual guide on his environment. 

At approximately the same time, Ezra Pound, 
going abroad on a scholarship after completing his 
studies at an American university, saw the publication 
of his first book of poems. 

Shortly thereafter, both Pound and Pelley under- 
went some trying, but nonetheless ordinary exper- 
iences, in their efforts to shape their lives in accord- 
ance with the American success myth. 

Pound returned to America, was appointed to the 
faculty of a small town university and fired within a 
few weeks for not adhering to campus conventions. 
He was not dismissed for having expressed daring 
opinions or enunciated odious principles, but for 
refusing to make some minor readjustments. This 
was a striking example of Pound's unconciliatory at- 
titude towards the realities of his environment. 

William Dudley Pelley experienced even more 
intense frustrations. He tried his hand at small town 
newspaper publishing, but his enterprises collapsed 
one after another. At thirty he was still minus reputa- 
tion and income. He too fled his country, although 
not a literary expatriate like Pound. He joined a 
group dispatched by the Methodist Centenary and 
the Rockefeller Foundation to study Protestant Mis- 
sions in the Far East. 

At any rate, both proved themselves, at the turning 
point of thirty, inadequate to face the realities of a 
country terminating an era of physical pioneering 
and gravitating towards social pioneering. 

Ezra Pound continued more successful than Pelley. 
His first two volumes of poems were sympathetically 
appraised by critics and he had become the center of 
fetish-seeking disciples. Now he was master. In his 
garret Pound was absolute monarch, beknighting and 
deposing poets, issuing in royal fashion literary mani- 
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festoes and extending his empire to the continents of 
other arts. 

He lived in a dream world and loved it. Pound 
boasted with exhibitionist frankness of his deliberate 
escape “from the bounds of blatant actuality.” 

It took Pelley a great deal longer to attain such 
happy state of self-deception. It was not till after 
the first world war, when he settled down to writing 
for the smooth-paper magazines, that Pelley came 
into his own. His by-line began to appear with 
frequency on stories in The Saturday Evening Post, 
The Ladies’ Home Journal, The American Magazine, 
etc., and the Mecca for escapists, Hollywood, engaged 
his talent for scenarios. Mama Pelley’s boy was mak- 
ing headway, getting there surely and not at all 
slowly. With money in the bank and his name in 
Who-is-Who, he still felt a bitter rankle in his 
heart, for he had risen out of his class, but not out 
of the mass, and did not yet stand as a powerful man 
apart who could afford to abjure his environment. 
He still had to conform. 


He diverted his energy in many directions in a 
desperate attempt to “rise above the herd.” He in- 
vested his money in big business ventures, launched 
a string of garages, opened a chain of restaurants, 
driven by a pathological urge for power.and money 
and possessing no single ambition and no goal. 

Pound was more fortunate, being minus the mad- 
ness for money. 


Pelley, working without a blueprint, felt deficient 
despite his variegated success and sought new avenues 
of escape and new ways of ascertaining his superiority. 
He began delving in spiritualism and announced the 
fact blaringly, as befits a neurotic with Hollywood 
experience, in an article in The American Magazine 
in which he gave an account of “seven minutes in 
eternity,” assuring his readers in the best manner of 
a patent medicine salesman that one night in his 
sleep his soul was lifted from his body into heaven. 

Pound’s escapades were far more dignified, con- 
gruous with his reputation and background. 


The critics noted with concern that their prodigy 
was withering, relying on mere effects and affecta- 
tions. 


Even in his first two volumes he was essentially 
a superb craftsman, and in a writer or painter crafts- 
manship often serves to camouflage the hollow. 
Pound in his early poems was merely restorer and 
adapter to modern use of classic and antiquated 
forms, and his poetry had familiar and yet exotic 
scents, wafted from the Greek, Spanish and Provencal 
poetry. But what is most striking, is that in an at- 
tempt to sum-total Pound’s poetry one finds that his 
work lacks entity, is without a central theme, con- 
tains sophisms, winsomeness, images which are ex- 
quisite even if laborious, but there is no personality 
and no serious passion beneath it all. He is merely 
a salesman exhibiting poetry samples to anthologists. 
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POUND WAS aware of his inadequacies long be- 
fore the critics became cognizant of them. His 
image of New York, “a maid with no breasts”, can 
aptly apply to his poems. Pound was conscious of the 
fact that in his poems he “had over-prepared the 
event . . . with middle-aging care”, that they do not 
“express our baser passions”, nor “even express our 
inner nobilities’ and remarked masochistically that 
they “will come to a very bad end.” En passant: the 
images quoted above are characteristic of Pound and 
bear witness to his dismal awareness of total inade- 
quacy as poet, man, human. 

Both he and Pelley felt their inflated egos totter- 
ing and their dream world collapsing. Hurriedly 
they began mending fences and sought sanctuary in 
an unintelligible language which finally led to even a 
literary kinship—between them. 

Pained by the critics who noted that his work was 
becoming anemic, eructating eruditeness, Pound 
launched his Cantos which were to serve as a wall to 
protect him from the plebeianism of the critics. Os- 
tensibly a Swan’s Way in verse, the Cantos are in 
reality jumbled notes, written in a personal jargon, 
an almost undecipherable code intended to nonpluss 
and to cow the reader. It is a shrewd attempt by the 
poet to transfer to the reader his own abysmal feeling 
of insufficiency. 


Pelley, washed out by the 1929 depression and 
suddenly finding himself unpopular with the mag- 
azines and Hollywood, launched a spiritualist move- 
ment and a new writing style, highly personalized, 
cramped with metaphysical gibberish, intended to 
awe his semi-literate audience. 

Both, each with his own means, for his own par- 
ticular audience, reverted to the unintelligible to 
frustrate skeptical analysis. 

Thus each became Rex in his own circle, lording 
over his subjects. But the dope habit is one that grows 
and increases and the addict seeks stronger narcotics. 
Such was the case with Pelley and Pound. 

When Pelley founded the Silver Shirts, Pound 
wrote him an enthusiastic letter. No wonder. Long 
before Pelley began imagining himself as the man 
predestined to succeed F.D.R. in the White House, 
Pound was already speaking of himself as one who 
has “been specializing in genius all my life.” 

Strangely enough, fifth column journalism in this 
country is addicted to phrases and slogans which 
Pound first used, and perhaps coined, in the early 
twenties. In a Paris Letter (The Dial, March, 1923) 
we find him complaining of “America naively blun- 
dering and blubbering into the evils of paternalism” 
and of “the intereference of government, the excess 
of government.” 

Pound loves to quote from Lorenzo Medici’s 
memoir to his son, “it is difficult to live in rich 
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Florence, senza aver lo stato (without having the 
state.” ) 

That is the best expression of the Rex complex that 
drove Pelley and Pound to Fascism, which is the 
haven of the insufficient, the neurotic, the men and 
women who fail within themselves. 

Barring his conviction, Pelley was of late a hap- 
pier man than Pound. He very likely mistook no- 
toriety for fame and has had purple dreams of Hitler- 
ian wish-fulfillment. Pound on the other hand is too 
much the scholar, the poet, decadent and snob to 
long dwell on dreams of such aggrandizement. Es- 
sentially he was always the Dauphin, not the Rex, 
and odious in order to be noticed. Never sufficiently 
virile to join a political movement, he would be more 
at ease at a royal court than at a Fascist stadium. Like 
the aristocratic lady in his poem about the Kensing- 
ton Gardens, he has for years been “dying piecemeal 
of a sort of emotional anemia”, and in him as in her 
we find, with some reservation, “the end of breeding.” 

He thought it extremely enfant terrible’sque to be 
among America’s poets, the lone voice extolling Fas- 
cism, deriding Democracy. He was nonplussed when 
the American Consul refused to let him come aboard 
the repatriation ship. 57 year old Ezra Pound did not 
realize that he had long ago passed the demarcation 
line between prodigy and prodigal. 
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THE DANCE 






Cry, Muppin and Huppim! Strike blows on your 
drums! 

Milalai, Gilalai—to lips set the fife! 

And pluck ye the catgut, the fiddle that strums! 

A wedding: your father takes Lilith for wife! 








I. 


There’s no fish and no flesh, no, nor bread neither 
cake! 
Shall we then eat our hearts out? O dancers, awake! 


For God’s in His heaven, and He can do all; 
For His sake let’s trip it in loud madrigal! 










Let the wrath of our souls and our heart’s burning 
flame 
Set all legs a-dancing, both lusty and lame, 


The dance will be like the thunder and levin 
To shudder man’s earth, and to startle God’s heaven! 








II. 


There's no milk and no honey; no trickle of wine: 
Console thee, the full cup of gall is still thine! 










gown— 
It is a small matter; for clothes wear you down! 





Wherefore, plumeless and plucked, let us—eagles— 
aspire 
And rise ever higher and higher and higher. 






In the teeth of ill-luck and bad omen to fly 
Through the fury of tempest, the storm’s raging cry! 






For shoeless or shod, you will go to your doom: 
The very last step of the dance is the tomb. . . 






IV. 


Kith and kin, flesh and friends—woe, alas, there are 
none! 


Who, then, is that body that you will lean on? 








by Chaim Nachman Bialik 
Translated from the Hebrew by A. M. KLEIN 


OF DESPAIR 





So join you your fellow, and dancing aright, 
You will know strength and power, and glory and 
might! 


In one hurlyburly let all be enrolled— 
The dark hair of young men, the white of the old. 


And let the dance whirl and the circle go 
Hither and yon, back and forth, to and fro. 


V. 


No land nor estate, and no rafter nor roof: 
But keep you from fear, and from terror aloof. 


For wide is the world, and far-flung; wherefore, 
blessed 
Who found for His people this much-scattered rest; 


And blessed is He who built roof, his blue sky, 
Stuck the sun on a nail for a candle on high 


And bless Him for every small favor and grace 
O praise Him with trumpets! With madrigals, praise! 


VI. 


V4 “No rz, no splendor, foundation, nor truth! 
re Hast tke topped the welkin? Forfend it, forsooth! 









The arm must not quiver as you cry wassail, MA BS 
And quaff it until all your limbs almost fail— Gly Me . 
‘@ur guardi le sleeps not, forgets not our woes: 
And then to the dance, to the dance with a will, NS C rays - feeds—His dogs and His crows! 
The thrill on your faces, your voices a-thrill, 
: ; . ll 
So none will be wiser, nor friends, neither foe \ Th om 8 pn de\ P nthe el ae 
Of our heart’s final throb and your heart’s last throe! \..S A 
Aad Our, lagues and our dance of death 
III. Wilbsht TRY as and of profane breath— 
Without shirt, without shoe, without raiment or 


VII. 


No pity, no right, and no meed, no reward. 
Must silence ensue then? The dumb have the word. 


Give speech to the ankle; let leg and shank pour 
Their eloquent wrath on the stones of the floor. 


And let your dance circle, a dance of your might 
To kindle environs, refulgent and bright; 


And thus, as the dance swells, and rises, and falls, 
You will shatter your skulls on the stones of the walls. 


Cry, Muppin and Huppim! Strike blows on your 
drums! 

Milalat, Gilalai—to lips set the fife! 

And pluck yet the catgut, the fiddle that strums! 

A wedding: your father takes Lilith for wife! 
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THE STORY OF A GOAT 


by S. A. Agnon 


HIS IS THE STORY of an old man who had a 
bad cough in his chest. Whereupon the physicians 
were consulted. The thing for you to do, they said, 
is to drink goat's milk. So the old man went out, 
bought himself a she-goat and put her in a goat-sty. 
Before many days had passed, however, the goat 
had disappeared. They looked for her everywhere: 
in the courtyard and in the garden, on the roofs of 
the synagogue and near the well, on the hill and in 
the fields. But in the space of a few days she returned 
of her own free will and on her return her teats were 
heavy with milk, a milk that tasted like the milk of 
Paradise. Nor was this her only disappearance. She 
would disappear in this manner time and again and 
at each disappearance everyone would look for her 
in vain. But she would return of herself, her teats full 
of this sweet milk, tasting of Paradise. 

One day the old man said to his son: “My son, I 
should like to know to what place the goat goes 
and from what place she brings this milk that is so 
sweet to my palate and so healing to my body.” To 
which his son replied: “Father, there is only one thing 
we can do.” “And what is that?” said he. Whereupon 
his son arose and fetched himself a rope and tied 
it to the goat’s tail. On seeing this his father said: 
“What is that you are doing, my son?” To which he 
replied: “I am tying this rope to the goat’s tail. When 
I feel that she is about to set off again, I shall take 
hold of the rope and go forth with her.” Whereat 
the old man shook his head, crying: “Well, my son, 
if you do wisely, it will gladden my heart.” Where- 
upon the boy tied a fine rope to the goat's tail, keep- 
ing his eye upon her all the time. As soon as he saw 
that she was making ready to set off again, he seized 
hold of the rope, keeping fast to it until she had 
started off, with him behind her. 

In this fashion was he drawn forward until they 
came to a certain cave. The goat entered into the 
cave and the boy, holding fast to his rope, came after 
her. In this manner they went on for an hour or 
two, or it may have been as much as a day or two. 
When the goat began to swish her tail and to make 
whinnying noises, the boy saw that the end of the 
cave was in sight. When they had left the cave, the 
boy saw lofty mountains before him and hills covered 
with luscious fruit and a well of living water that 
came sparkling from the hills and he felt a wind 
breathing spices in the air. The goat made straight 
for a tree and, mounting it, held fast to its branches. 
And there were carob-pods growing on that tree, 
laden with honey and the goat ate the carob-pods and 
drank from the spring in the gardens. Whereupon 
the boy stood up and called out to the passersby: “I 


entreat you, good people, to tell me where I am and 
what is the name of this place?” To which the 
people answered: “You are in the land of Israel, close 
by the city of Safed.” At which the boy raised his 
eyes to heaven, saying: “Blessed be the Lord, blessed 
be He, for having brought me into the land of Israel,” 
and he kissed the dust thereof and sat himself down 
beneath a tree. And he said to himself: “Until the 
day be cool and the shadows flee away, I shall sit 
upon this hill beneath a tree. Afterwards I shall 
return to my home and bring my father and my 
mother to the land of Israel. 

“While he was sitting there and refreshing his eyes 
with the holiness of the land of Israel, he heard a crier 
come forth and proclaim: “Come, now, let us go forth 
to greet the Sabbath Queen,” and he saw many 
people, dressed like angels in white mantles and hold- 
ing branches of the myrtle tree in their hands and all 
the houses were lit up with the light of many candles. 
Whereupon he understood that the Sabbath eve was 
drawing in and he would not be able to return. Ac- 
cordingly, he plucked himself a reed and dipped it 
in the juice of gallnuts, (from which they take the 
ink for the writing of the Law) and, taking a piece 
of paper, he wrote a letter to his father, saying: “I 
shall chant hymns from the ends of the earth, for I 
have come to the land of Israel in safety. I am sitting 
closeby the holy city of Safed at this very moment, 
and anointing myself in the odour of its sanctity. Do 
not ask me how I came to find it, but take hold of 
this rope that is tied to the goat's tail and go forth in 
her footsteps. All will be well with you and you 
shall reach the land of Israel.” And the boy took his 
little note and rolled it up and put it inside the goat’s 
ear, saying to himself: “As soon as she comes to my 
father, he will begin to stroke her on the head; she 
will shake her ears to and fro, the note will fall out 
of her ear, he will read what I have written in it, and, 
taking hold of the rope, he will come to the land of 
Israel.” And the goat did, indeed, return to the old 
man, but she did not shake her ears and the note 
did not fall down. 

As soon as the old man realized that the goat had 
returned without his son, he began to beat upon his 
head and to cry out, amid shrieks and wails: “My son, 
my son, where are you? Would that I had died in 
your stead, my son, my son.” And he would go about 
thus, weeping and lamenting his son, for he was 
certain that he had been devoured by some wild 
beast. And he would refuse to be comforted, saying: 
“IT shall descend to the children of mourning, in the 
grave.” And whenever he would lay eyes on the goat, 

(Continued on Page 27) 
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THE PALACE OF THE ROTHSCHILDS 


(Memoirs of a Jewish Emigre ) 


by Rudolf Glanz 


Y FATHER AND MOTHER came to Vienna when 
they were children and soon joined the ranks of the 
growing apprentice proletariat without which the Imperial 
capital could not have become a modern metropolis. We, the 
children born in Vienna, grew up in an atmosphere alien to 
any positive Jewishness, with which we were to become 
familiar later in life. But I vividly recall two figures which 
impressed themselves on my young mind—they were Roth- 
schild and Lueger, the latter being the famous “People’s 
Mayor” of Vienna (incidentally, the only person mentioned 
by Hitler in “Mein Kampf” as his spiritual leader). 

I was seven years old when I was told by a playmate that 
this Lueger intended to expel all the Jews from Vienna. I 
was therefore amazed when I heard my father tell my mother 
to buy some silk for artificial flowers she was making. I 
was wondering what they wanted with flowers if we were 
going to be expelled from the city anyway. Later, when I 
heard the name of Rothschild, I formed the first compromise 
of my childhood: I decided it was because of Rothschild 
and his wealth, so urgently needed in this world, that we, 
the other Jews, were permitted to remain in Vienna. 

It was only much later that the real meaning of Lueger’s 
readiness to compromise became clear to me. That quality 
came to its fullest expression in his famous saying “It is for 
me to decide who is a Jew and who is not.” As for Roths- 
child, I was sure that he was totally different from any of 
the other rich Jews about whom I had heard. He appeared 
to me as the foremost figure among the wealthy Jews, over- 
shadowing them all. All the others, even though they bore 
such titles as Ritter von or even Baron and Edler von, were 
mere hangers-on to Rothschild. In my fancy the Star of 
the Rothschilds was the brightest of all stars. 

As I became older and read the Jewish newspapers and 
the bulletins of the Kehilla, I learned more about the 
“House of the Rothschilds” which occupied a prominent 
place in the “community of Israelitish persuasion”: there 
was “The Rothschild Hospital”; Rothschild was the head of 
the special electoral estate consisting of the Jewish magnates 
of Vienna; it had become customary among the plutocrats 
to elect as parnass one of Rothschild’s confidential em- 
ployees—the Baron himself would never permit himself to 
be elected. This was usually not an ordinary employee, but 
one specially appointed to supervise over the Rothschild 
charitable activities. Years later, when we had a Socialist 
faction at the Kehilla, we continued to elect one of Roths- 
child’s employees as parnass. His name—characteristically 
enough—was Betelhiem, that is the home of begging. Popu- 
lar wit could not have done any better. But the more I learned 
the folklore connected with the Rothschilds the more I knew 
that the Rothschild home was not a home where one could 
beg. A beggar could not get near it. The following is a 
characteristic story. 

A poor man came to the Rothschild palace and asked 
to be admitted to see Rothschild. A servant gave him a slip 
and directed him to the fifth floor. There he was given 
another slip with the instruction to take another elevator 
down. Highly pleased, he showed the new slip to another 
servant, who was all ready for him. He took him by the 
collar and threw him out. The poor Jew returned to his 
home town and was at once surrounded by all his neighbors 
who were eager to learn what he had accomplished on his 
visit to Rothschild. “The truth of the matter,” he replied, 
“is that I was thrown out by the neck, but what wonderful 
organization!” 


In time this little anecdote became living history. The 
Nazis occupied Rothschild’s palace and turned it into the 
“Central Office for Jewish Emigration.” A wonderful 
organization for throwing out all the Jews. Jews who had 
never had the opportunity to view Rothschild’s resplendent 
riches in his magnificent palace were offered this oppor- 
tunity—with no choice but to accept—before they left the 
country. 

Up to that time Rothschild’s wealth had afforded but 
little comfort to the Jews. In more recent years the name 
of the Rothschild Hospital was changed because the “Baron” 
had ceased giving money for it; it became the Hospital of 
the Israelitic Community, because the Kehilla was forced 
to maintain it entirely out of its own funds. There were 
persistent rumors that Rothschild employed fewer Jews in 
his business enterprises than was the usual percentage even 
among non-Jewish employers. The Viennese bank employees 
Once went out on strike because sixty percent of the em- 
ployees were Jews. But there was no strike in the House of 
Rothschild where Jews were hardly noticeable. There is a 
Yiddish saying to the effect that an Evil Eye cast by a Jew 
is much more dangerous than that cast by a Gentile. The 
Rothschilds must have feared the Evil Eye which the Jewish 
employees might cast upon their wealth. 

Rothschild also feared the Evil Eye of Jewish science. 
Mention was often made at conferences of the Viennese 
section of the Yiddish Scientific Institute of the tremendous 
contribution to science the Rothschild archives might have 
made. The large number of Yiddish letters contained in 
them would be interesting not only for the light they could 
throw on the financial history of the family but from the 
purely linguistic point of view as well, as was shown by a 
similar collection of the Wertheimer banking family. 
Rothschild’s fear of the Jewish Evil Eye, however, was 
apparently so great that no Jew was allowed to come near 
the archives. They were handed over for research to the 
Italian scholar, Count Corsi. A Gentile’s Evil Eye is less 
dangerous, after all. 

Politically the last Rothschilds stood very close to the 
reactionary elements of Austria. Reporting on a Viennese 
election, the Arbeiterzeitung, main organ of the country’s 
Social Democratic Party, relates that Clarissa von Rothschild 
was guilty of an impudent demonstration on behalf of the 
Christian Social Party in a polling booth. Other incidents 
are likewise noted, but none of these did anything to dispel 
the popular notion that the money of the country was 
steadily concentrating in Jewish hands—away from, subse- 
quently, Christian hands. Rothschild once saved Austria 
from bankruptcy, chronically imminent ever since 1920. 
When the Agrarian Credit Corporation crashed, he saved 
it from going under through the operations of his own 


‘ Credit Corporation. The newspapers carried a dramatic 


account of the wild search for Rothschild when a delay of 
several hours might have meant the end. The Baron was 
away in the hills, hunting, and a cordon of gendarmes sur- 
rounded the area where he was known to be and approached 
him from all sides to make sure they would not miss him. 
I happened to notice at the time that the day was Rosh 
Hashana. : . 


EN ROTHSCHILD'S palace became “Jewish” and 
thousands of Jews have passed through it, waiting for 
their number. In order to receive a number, you must stand 
in line all night, and there are a few Jews who earn a couple 
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of pennies by “lending their feet”, as they take the place of 
others in line. Experiences with Nazi officials are exchanged, 
and it comes out that even bloody callousness has its 
moments of psychological weakness. The Kehilla is forced 
to cooperate with the “wonderful organization” for the 
expulsion of Jews. It has its separate offices in Rothschild’s 
palace, and there answers are supplied to the many ques- 
tions in the detailed Nazi questionnaires. One had better 
not ask what these questions are about. There were twenty- 
three different currencies at one time, and each presented 
its own problems and difficulties. Those who handled one 
kind of mark new nothing about any other, and each bank 
had only one expert who knew what could be bought with 
each of the twenty-three different kinds of marks. 

The Kehilla offices were situated in the servants’ quarters. 
Even in the halcyon days of the Jewish community the 
Kehilla never possessed such offices in its own building. 
But I did not see the real splendor of Rothschild’s home 
until I went upstairs, to the Frunksalle, after the Kehilla 
officials had checked my questionnaire and told me that I 
was ready. 


At one time it would have been beyond the wildest 
dream of the imagination—an emigrant in Rothschild’s 
ballroom, near the balcony reserved for the orchestra. 
There, to the merry playing of Strauss waltzes, the crowds 
once danced, and the entertainment was as lavish as the 
fittings. Instead of the furniture which once stood in the 
Frunksalle there were tens upon tens of desks. At each desk 
sits a man, who takes a paper out of your hands, or puts a 
stamp on it, or directs a question at you after he has finished 
reading the written answers on the questionnaire. There is 
a table where you must prove that you have paid the tax 
for your dog, or you cannot get the necessary stamp on your 
document. You pass from table to table according to the 
order determined by the police, and when you have left the 
last table and received all the required stamps, you are 
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theoretically thrown out. You come back for your final 
papers in a few days. 

My passage from table to table was comparatively easy. 
I had no dog, and, as regards my taxes, I actually had a 
document proving that there were some owing to me—I had 
overpaid twenty-two marks and the paper said that the sum 
would be deducted from my tax the following year. I own 
no houses, hold no stock, and do not intend to take any 
jewelry worth even two hundred marks. I take no furniture 
with me, either; my rent, gas, light and telephone bills have 
all been paid—I have the receipts with me. 

But my appearance at the Foreign Exchange desk was 
another matter. That desk dealt not only with the funds 
which the emigrant wanted to take out of the country with 
him, but also with any articles which could be turned into 
money abroad. One therefore had to present a complete list 
of all the articles that were being taken out of the country. 
Valuables are in reality nothing but a transformation of 
dollars, of which the German government is in dire need. 
For the permission to let the valuables leave the country, 
it demands a part of their value in dollars. Since I intended 
to take my books with me I had to appear before the Foreign 
Exchange desk. 

There were two men sitting at the Foreign Exchange desk. 
One of them, whom everyone addressed as “Major”, had the 
longer line before him, for he always had something to talk 
to you about, and was anxious to hear what you had to say. 
You were helping him to introduce clarity into his world 
outlook, something vitally necessary for him, for he was 
something of a philosopher. He spoke to you kindly and 
looked at you with a pair of inquisitive eyes. As I was wait- 
ing in line he got up suddenly and brought a chair to one 
of the women. His experienced eyes saw that she was near 
collapse from exhaustion. 

I had heard a lot about the Major. A friend of mine once 
had a characteristic conversation with him. My friend is a 

(Continued on Page 26) 
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bookkeeper, and when asked in the 
questionnaire, “Do you have any other 
financial claims inside Germany?” he 
answered, “The firm N. & N. owes me 
the sum of 5,000 shillings, but it isn’t 
worth a penny.” The Major asked why 
he said the money was not worth any- 
thing. My friend replied that the firm 
had gone bankrupt before the Ans- 
chluss on such and such a day, showing 
him clippings of the court ruling on 
the case. 

“See?” asked the major. “Such a 
thing could never have happened in 
National Socialist Germany, that a man 
should do a piece of work and not get 
paid for it.” 

My friend was stubborn. 
may I be frank?” he asked. 

“Do, please.” 

“Why should this be impossible in 
National Socialist Germany when the 
following bankruptcies have taken 
place within the past week?” and he 
pointed to the latest issue of a financial 
magazine. 

“All the Jews are enemies of the 
National Socialist regime,” was the 
reply this drew from the Major. 

“May I speak frankly once again?” 
asked my friend. 

“Of course.” 

“Let’s make this exchange. I will 
take your place at the desk, and you 
take my place in line. What will be 
your feelings about the National 
Socialist state then?” 

“The same as yours.” 

Truly a philosopher's answer. 

I remember Vienna before the First 
World War. We, young people, had 
already passed the first stages of our 
Zionist education. We were preparing 
to play a more prominent role in the 
Zionist youth movement in our coun- 
try. Then the report reached us: the 
next Zionist Congress was to be held in 
Vienna! 

Among the literary production 
which the Congress brought to us we 
found not only the daily Congress 
Journal, but also a piquant contribu- 
tion from our enemy. The anti-Semitic 
humor magazine Kikerika honored the 
Zionist Congress with a special issue 
devoted entirely to Zionism. I still re- 
member some of it by heart. On the 
very first page there was a declaration 
in favor of the Zionists, for their Con- 
gress gave rise to some hope that the 
Jews would one day take the propa- 
ganda to heart and remove themselves 
from Vienna. But, the humorist asked, 
when the Jewish mob left, what would 


“Major, 





happen to Rothschild? “Do not go 
without him!” he implored. 

The deeper irony of this is apparent 
to us only today. We cannot leave 
without him for we lived in his 
shadow. He was the historical effigy, 
the personification of what is supposed 
to be the real function of the Jew—the 
power of money. We could not go 
without him, even after he had left the 
country. There is nothing that Hitler 
needs more than this false personifica- 
tion of the Jews. Rothschild goes along 
with us, and retains his customary 
place in Nazi propaganda. 

As I shut my eyes I see before me 
once again the Kertnerstrasse in Vien- 
na three days before Schuschnigg’s cap- 
itulation to the Nazis, a detachment of 
the still illegal S. S. marching and 
shouting wildly: 


Schuschnigg unser Fuehrer 
Wir werden immer duerer 
Die Juden immer fetter 
Heil Hitler unser Retter! 


( With Schuschnigg as our leader we 
become ever thinner, and the Jews be- 
come fatter, Hail Hitler, our savior! ) 

As I pass in my mind’s eye over the 
eight months which elapsed between 
that evening on the Kertnerstrasse and 
the day I met the same S. S. in Roth- 
schild’s palace, I recall a little incident. 


Those were the troops which bore 
the name of Otto Planeta, the glorified 
assassin of Dolfuss. The “blackjackets” 
were to be seen all over the palace 
which they were to guard for Hitler, 
and they conversed among themselves. 
Thoughts cannot always be concealed 
behind a uniform, and the face often 
reveals an inner struggle. The word I 
overheard in a conversation between 
two “blackjackets,” was—I am sure 
you would never guess it—it was 
“humanity.” Yes, that was the word— 
“humanity,” this is what one of them 
said to the other who listened very 
attentively. I could then see that Hitler 
will never be able to win over the Ger- 
man soul completely. Not if his own 
blackjackets could speak of humanity 
and of Man in the midst of the tragi- 
comedy of Jewish expulsion directed 
from the Rothschild palace. 

What good is the marvelous organi- 
zation for the expulsion of the Jews, 
what good is poking fun at the weak in 
a play of historic ironies, when in real- 
ity the German soul still craves for 
something else—for “humanity”? Hit- 
ler is bound to fail, for he cannot con- 
quer the German soul—such is the 
comforting conclusion I took with me 
on my way out of the palace of the 
Viennese Rothschilds. 
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(Continued from Page 22) 
he would say: “Woe is the father that exiled his own 
son and alas for this creature that drove him out of 
the world.” Nor could the old man set his mind at 
rest until he had sent for the butcher. And the butcher 
came and slaughtered the goat, and, while they were 
skinning her, the note fell out of her ear. Whereupon 
the old man snatched it up, crying: “This is the hand- 
writing of my son.” And he read everything that his 
son had written to him. Whereat he began to beat 
upon his head, crying aloud: “Woe, woe is the man 


who cut down his good fortune with his own hands, 
alas for the man who returned evil for good.” And 


he mourned the goat for a long time, refusing to be 
comforted and saying: “Alas for me, for I could have 
reached the land of Israel with, as it were, one stride, 
and now I shall have to wear out my days in exile.” 
And from that time onwards, the mouth of the cave 
has been hidden from sight and there is no longer any 
short-cut left. As for that boy, if he is not dead yet, he 
is flourishing still, in his fresh and plentiful old age, 
happy and serene in the lands of the living. 


Translated by HILDA AUERBACH 
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Chaver Brettschneider 
49 East Seventh Street New York City 


Extends His Most Sincere Greetings to All 
Chaverim and Chaveroth of the Jewish National 
Workers’ Alliance, the Officers and Members of 
the General Executive, the Officers and Members 
of the City Committee, and Wishes Them All 


“A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR” 
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MURDER IN POLAND 


HE EVENTS of the past month have been so full of 
brutalities perpetrated by the Nazis on the Jews that 
the general press, which usually ignores or gives very little 
space to, such news, recorded many instances. The rounding 
up of Jewish children in Paris and of Jewish refugees in 
unoccupied France to be handed to the Gestapo, has served 
to increase the tension between Washington and Vichy. 
The intercession by the Pope and Petain’s disregard of the 
Pope in this matter have also been reported in the press. 
Among the most horrible events of the past month are the 
accounts of wholesale slaughters of Jews in Poland and 
in occupied Russia by the Nazis. Only recently we heard of 
the suicide of the burgomaster of the Warsaw ghetto, Adam 
Czerniakow, who had been ordered by the Nazi commis- 
sioner to hand him a list of 100,000 Jews to be sent to 
Russia as laborers. The burgomaster and his colleagues, 
having good reason to believe that the victims would be 
dispatched for a slaughter, refused and the Council resigned 
in a body after having been tortured by the Gestapo. As a 
result, the Jewish Council has been supplanted by Nazi 
commissioners and the autonomy of the Warsaw ghetto 
originally introduced by the Nazis is now dead. Previous 
to that event some six thousand of the Jewish officials of 
the ghetto, including the police, were deported, according 
to some reports, for slaughter. Instead of the Jewish police, 
the ghetto now has a police force consisting of picked 
Ukrainians and Lithuanians who can be relied upon to 
carry out the anti-Jewish policy of the government. 
The horrible nature of the atrocities committed by the 
Nazis against the Jews in Poland may be seen from a 
document issued by the Polish Jewish Labor party, the Bund. 


N OCTOBER 1941, the entire Jewish population of 
Konin County—some 3,000 persons—was driven to- 
gether in Zagorov. Every Jew was compelled to pay 4 Reich- 
marks and to subject himself to medical examination. This 
examination, imposed on all men, ages 14 to 60, and all 
women, ages 14 to 50, had as its purpose, ostensibly to 
determine everyone’s ability to work. Following this exam- 
ination the Jews were herded into trucks and sent off—60 
at a time. Each could take with him a kit of personal 
necessities weighing no more than one pound. Their 
journey was to the Kaszimir woods, in the area of Zagorov, 
where the Jews were led into the woods. From that mom- 
ent on, no more was heard of the Jews, and every trace of 
them was lost. Searches, letters of inquiry, or specially-dis- 
patched messengers—in the Reich itself or in Districts con- 
trolled by the Government General—proved fruitless. 

In mid-December, similar expulsions of Jews took place 
in Kolo County. In that County, the entire Jewish popula- 
tion of Kolo (2,000 persons), and of Dambie-on-Narev 
(1,000 persons), was taken to the same woods. 

Some time afterward, in early January 1942, the same fate 
befell the Jews of the following towns: Klodova (46 per- 
sons on January 2 and 4); Izbitza, Kujawa County (45 
persons on January 9). From January 15 on, groups of 
Jews that had been driven out of the Lodz ghetto, began 
to arrive in Chelmno. The first group was composed of 
750 families—some 3,000 persons. In that manner, thous- 
ands upon thousands passed through Chelmno. The Jews 
not told where they were being taken—or why. Unofficially, 
however, the Germans spread various rumors among their 
victims: that in Chelmno, a Jewish community would be 
created for the entire County; that this was but a part of 
the plan to settle all Jews in the vicinity of Pinsk, or in 
Galicia, etc., etc. 

All Jews who had been taken, disappeared. Despite the 
fact that the Germans planned the entire procedure to the 





minutest detail, carefully coordinating all their activities, 
and maintaining the strictest secrecy, all particulars are 
nevertheless now known. The arriving groups would first 
be taken into the Chelmno church. There the Jews would 
lay down their belongings and be brought into the castle. 
The church and its vicinity would be lined with uniformed 
Gestapo agents and civilians. Then, too, there would be 
stationed, in the area surrounding the church, a large number 
of gendarmes. At no time did victims of two separate trans- 
ports have the opportunity of meeting. The arrivals were, 
at the start, treated very courteously and kindly. They were 
helped in getting down from the truck, etc., etc. 

An elderly German, in his 60’s, attired in civilian clothes, 
was especially amiable. The Jews would be taken into a 
large, well-heated chamber, lined with ladders as one finds in 
a public bath. From this chamber, stairs led down to a ramp- 
like structure. On the sides was a number of cellars. In 
one of these cellars, the elderly German, to whom we have 
referred—addressed the new arrivals, telling them that the 
entire transport was due to be sent to the ghetto in Lodz, 
that the men would be employed in factories, at trades and 
in commerce; that the women would be given, jobs in house- 
keeping, and the children sent to school. However, before 
going to the Lodz ghetto, they must bathe in the Castle bath, 
submit to a disinfection, and permit also their clothing to 
be disinfected. Following this talk, they would be told to 
disrobe—the women to their underwear, the men to their 
shirts and garters. Whatever personal documents, valuable 
articles, and money the Jews had in their possession, they 
were told to turn in to prevent their damage. 

Finally, the entire group would be led, through the pre- 
viously-mentioned steps, into the “bath”; in reality, however, 
they were taken through a bitterly-cold hallway to the ramp. 
There, the Germans’ treatment of the Jews would suddenly 
change. With whips and gun butts the Jews would be 
driven into an automobile. The automobile was a large, 
gtay truck, whose rear door locked hermetically, permitting 
no air to get in. The walls of the truck were lined with tin, 
the floor—with ladders, under which were pipe-openings, 
approximately 15 centimeters in diameter, covered with 
sieve wire. These pipes were part of the gas mechanism 
found at the front of the car and regulated by the chauffeurs. 
After the victims were thrown into the truck, it was sealed. 
The car would drive into the woods, some 7 kilometers away, 
and travel about 15 minutes. On the left of the road, some 
two hundred steps from the path, one came upon the execu- 
tion place, encircled with gendarmes who were armed with 
machine guns. In one corner was a big dugout, 5 meters 
deep and one by one-and-one-half meters wide—below, and 
five meters wide—above. At this spot were gathered about 
30 Germans (gendarmes, SS men, and civilians), and from 
20 to 50 Jewish grave-diggers, naked, but for the shirts they 
wore. The truck would halt about 100 meters from the 
grave. The chauffeur, who served both as chauffeur and as 
executioner, would turn on the gas apparatus and leave the 
truck. Both chauffeurs were SS men in uniform. 

From the truck would come stifled cries, howls, and 
poundings on the walls. After a quarter-hour, however, all 
would be quiet. Then the chauffeur would go into the truck 
driver’s compartment, and, turning on an electric switch- 
light, peek through the window into the truck’s gas chamber. 
Having made certain that the victims were dead, he would 
drive the truck nearer towards the grave. After a five- 
minute wait, the SS officer, would order the truck opened. 
No sooner was the truck chamber opened than a stinging 
odor of gas filled the air. A little while thereafter, eight 
Jewish grave-diggers would proceed with their job. Four 
would toss down the dead bodies, two of their colleagues 
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would hurl the corpses into the graves, 
while two others would place them in 
position. The men and women who 
perished in the chamber looked as if 
they were simply asleep, but were 
smeared with excrement — probably 
because of the effect of the gas and the 
horrible fear. Two German civilians 
would again examine every corpse, so 
as to rob the dead of their last belong- 
ings. They would fling off rings from 
the fingers, and lockers, too. With pli- 
ers, they would extract golden teeth 
from the mouths of the victims, and 
make certain that there were no hidden 
articles of value on the backs of the 
men, or in the sex organs of the 
women. The desecrated and robbed 
bodies would then be placed in rows in 
the grave, under the direction of the SS 
man who, twig in hand, supervised all 
operations. The head of one victim 
would be laid at the feet of another, 
and in the spare room which remained, 
children were placed. One such sector 
totalled 200 victims. Following their 
burial, a second layer of victims would 
be placed upon it. 

After mid-January, 1942, the layers 
were covered with chloride powder, so 
as to remove the nauseating odor. 
Daily, victims from 6 to 9 transports 
would be buried in the manner de- 
scribed above. After a thorough clean- 
sing, the truck would depart. The Lub- 
rodzer Woods were at all times guard- 
ed by gendarmes, so that the only wit- 
nesses of the executions were the un- 
fortunate grave-diggers, who were con- 
fined in the cellars of the castle. At 
seven o'clock in the morning they 
would receive bitter, lukewarm coffee 
and dry bread—taken from the kits 
which the Jews had brought with 
them. After breakfast, the cellar doors 
—clamped down with a triple lock— 
were opened, and an SS officer would 
command: “Juden, heraus.” The officer 
would himself never go into the cellar, 
fearing acts of violence on the part of 
the victims. After having ascertained 
their number again and again, the Ger- 
mans would throw them into the truck 
and take them to the place of execu- 
tion. There, the “job” would take the 
entire morning, from nine-thirty to 
noon. 

For luncheon, they would again re- 
ceive bitter, cold coffee and frozen 
bread. Of the group of grave-diggers, 
eight, who were busy at their “job” in 
the dugout, were not permitted to 
leave their posts at all. At noontime, 
they would receive, in the dugout 
proper, one portion of coffee. In the 
evening, these eight would be com- 
manded to lie down in the grave—fac- 
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ing the corpses, whereupon one of the 
SS men would riddle their brains with 
machine gun bullets. The grave dig- 
gers who survived, would fill in the 
graves of the new victims, and, at 
about 5 o'clock, return to the cellar. 
There were times, however, when the 
diggers worked until late into the 
night, in the glare of floodlights (when 
they buried transports of victims from 
Lodz, for example). Without being 
granted the slightest respite, the grave- 
diggers were under surveillance—from 
the moment they left the cellar in the 
morning, until they returned to it at 
night. Any sign of fatigue, on the part 
of the diggers, would result, right there 
and then, in death, or in lashes on the 
back. Oftentimes, the diggers were 
compelled to bury relatives and friends. 

The surviving grave-diggers were all 
certain that eventually they would all 
be murdered. The guards—adding to 
the misery of the men—compelled 
them to join in choral chants, such as: 
“Wir danken Adolf Hitler fur dass 
essen,” etc., etc. On numberless occa- 
sions, the diggers tried to escape, smash 
windows, and inform the outside world 
what was happening in Chelmno. They 
threw letters out of the chimney stove, 
and out of autos. Finally, three grave- 
diggers succeeded in escaping, and it is 
from them that we have the present 
chronicle. 
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New Year M. essages 





BERMAN—Max Berman, Inc., 170 Stewart Avenue, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., greet their friends and patrons with all good wishes 
for the New Year. 


BRONX LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE wishes all its 
members a Happy, productive and victorious New Year. 
PHILIP TANNOR, Chairman 


CRUSO—Mr. and Mrs. Pinchas Cruso wish all chaverim 
of the Labor Zionist family a happy and victorious year. 


DASHEFSKY—Mr. and Mrs. N. Dashefsky, 1560 Grand Con- 
course, Bronx, N. Y., extend sincerest good wishes for the 
New Year to all relatives and friends. 


GARGILL—Dr. and Mrs. S. L. Gargill, 474 Beacon St., 
Boston, Mass., extend to their relatives and friends best wishes 
for a very happy, healthy and prosperous New Year. 


GILDIN—Mr. and Mrs. Harry Gildin, Peekskill, N. Y., extend 
best wishes for a very happy and prosperous New Year to all 
their relatives and friends. 


GOLDSCHLAG—Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Goldschlag, 65 
Lafayette Avenue, Mt. Vernon, N. Y., extend best wishes for 
a very happy and prosperous New Year to all their relatives 
and friends. 


GOTLIEB—Dr. Philip Gotlieb, 1203 N. Dearborn, Chicago, 
lll., extends to his relatives and friends best wishes for a very 
happy, healthy and prosperous New Year. 


GRANT—Greetings from Chaver Eli J. Grant and Family 
for a happy and peaceful world. 


GREENSPAN—Mr. and Mrs. Henry Greenspan and family, 
290 West End Avenue, extend best wishes for a very happy 
and prosperous New Year to their relatives and friends. 


HERRINGMAN—Mr. and Mrs. H. Herringman and family, 
2285 Ocean Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y., wish all chaverim of 
the Poale Zion, Pioneer Women, Farband, Yugent and the 
whole Yishuv in Palestine, a year of health, happiness and 
victory. 


HOME AND HOSPITAL OF THE DAUGHTERS OF JACOB, 
167th Street, Teller and Findlay Avenues, Bronx—Our aged 
and chronically ill guests join us in extending joyous New Year 
greetings to our members, friends and supporters.—Mrs. Dora 
M. Shapiro, Pres.; Herbert A. Seltzer, Exec. Dir. 


KESTENBAUM—Mr. and Mrs. J. Kestenbaum and Family, 
911 East 9th Street, Brooklyn, N. Y., extend their best wishes 
for a happy and prosperous New Year to all refatives and 
friends. 


LEFF—Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Leff, 115 Central Park West, 
extend to all their relatives and friends best wishes for a 
happy, prosperous and victorious New Year. 


LEFF—Mr. and Mrs. Carl Leff, 115 Central Park West, wish 
all their relatives and friends a happy and prosperous New 
Year. 


LEVIT—Mr. and Mrs. M. Levit, 1127 Denver Blvd., San 
Antonio, Tex., extend sincerest good wishes for the New Year 
to all relatives and friends. 


MARGOLIS—Mr. and Mrs. Moe Margolis, 1928 East 26th 
Street, Brooklyn, N. Y., extend best wishes for a very happy 
and prosperous New Year to all their relatives and friends. 


MARKEWICH—Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Markewich and fam- 
ily, 161 West 86th Street, New York City, extend sincerest 
good wishes for the New Year to all relatives and friends. 


NEW YORK FUR DYEING CORP., 60 Van Dam Street, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., greet their friends and patrons with all good 
wishes for the New Year. 








ONISH—Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Onish and family, 1393 East 
22nd Street, Brooklyn, N. Y., extend hearty New Year's greet- 
ings and sincere wishes to all our relatives and friends. 


PECK DISTRIBUTING CORP., extends best wishes for a 
joyous holiday. 503 Atlantic Avenue, CUmberland 6-3100. 


PICCINI—Antonio Piccini Co., 25 Clinton Avenue, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., greet their friends and patrons with all good wishes 
for the New Year. 


PUREPAC CORP., 503 East 72nd Street, New York City, 
greet their friends and patrons with all good wishes for the 
New Year. 


RADINSKY—Mr. and Mrs. Ellis Radinsky and their daughter 
Naomi send New Year Greetings to the chaverim and friends. 


RIMSKY—Mr. and Mrs. L. Rimsky, 415 Central Park West, 
New York City, extend best wishes for a very happy and 
prosperous New Year to all their relatives and friends. 


ROMAN TEXTILE CORP., 275 Grand Street, New York 
City, greet their friends and patrons with all good wishes for 
the New Year. 

MAX ROTHMAN 


ROSOFF—Dr. and Mrs. M. L. Rosoff, 29 East 64th Street, 
New York City extend sincerest good wishes for the New 
Year to all relatives and friends.. 


ROTHMAN—Mr. and Mrs. Isadore Rothman, 51 Fifth Ave., 
New York City, extend to their relatives and friends best 
wishes for a very happy, healthy and prosperous New Year. 


RUBINSTEIN—Mr. and Mrs. H. Rubinstein, 974 Ocean 
Avenue Brooklyn N. Y. extend to their relatives and friends 
best wishes for a very happy healthy and prosperous New 
Year. 


SANDERS—Dr. and Mrs. A. W. Sanders, 12342 Broadstreet, 
Detroit, Mich., extend to their relatives and friends best wishes 
for a very happy, healthy and prosperous New Year. 


SEMEL—Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Semel and their family, 562 
West End Avenue, extend to their relatives and friends their 
heartiest wishes for the New Year. 


SOMERS & CONZEN, 756 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y., 
areet their friends and patrons with all good wishes for the 
New Year. 


SHULMAN—Mr. and Mrs. J. Shulman, 1635 47th Street, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., extend to their relatives and friends best wishes 
for a very happy, healthy and prosperous New Year. 


SKLARIN—Mr. and Mrs. A. Sklarin, 1459 Wythe Place, 
Bronx, N. Y., extend to their relatives and friends best wishes 
for a very happy, healthy and prosperous New Year. 


TRACHTENBERG—Rabbi and Mrs. Joshua Trachtenberg. 
110 Parker Avenue, Easton, Pa., extend to their relatives and 
friends best wishes for a very happy, healthy and victorious 
New Year. 


TUCHMAN—Mr. and Mrs. S. Tuchman, I! 1 Van Cortlandt 
Park, West, New York City, extend to their relatives and 
friends best wishes for a very happy, healthy and prosperous 
New Year. 


WIESEN—Mr. and Mrs. Max Wiesen, 115 Central Park 
West, wish relatives and friends a happy New Year. 


YABLON—Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Yablon, 1035 Washington 
Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. extend to their relatives and friends 
best wishes for a very happy, healthy and prosperous New 
Year. 
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BOORS 


HINTS 


BRITISH POLICY IN PALESTINE, by PAUL L. HANNA, 
with an Introduction by JOSEPHUS DANIELS. Washing- 
ton, D. C., American Council for Public Affairs, 1942. 
$3.00. 

The thesis of this book is that British policy in Palestine 
failed and was bound to fail, because it refused to follow 
consistently either a pro-Jewish or pro-Arab policy. The 
author assumes that the British government upon occupying 
Palestine had two alternatives: “firm action in the original 
spirit of the Balfour Declaration, or repudiation of the 
pledge to the Jews as impracticable. Either of these policies 
would have offered greater chances of success than the pro- 
gram of compromise which the government adopted.” 

Dr. Hanna himself does not assume any position on 
whether one or the other of these policies would have been 


preferable. If one may judge by turns of expression and 
casual remarks in this highly objective study the author 
does not have too sympathetic an understanding of the 


“Jewish Case.” But in the introduction by Josephus Daniels, 


a member of Wilson’s Cabinet, a very clear and decided 
statement of the relation of Palestine to the Jewish people 
is made.” “... The problem of the Jewish National Home 
is not limited to the immediate political alignments in 
Palestine. The problem is co-extensive with Jewish home- 
lessness and with the obligation that rests on the nation to 
find a solution for it.” 

The material presented in British Policy in Palestine is 
not of a nature to justify any judgment about the equity of 
Jewish or Arab claims or the wisdom, in the light of a 
world welfare policy, of the British position. The book is a 
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very thorough and painstaking account, in the manner of 
traditional diplomatic history, of the documents and state- 
ments of British policy and the circumstances in which they 
were issued. From the McMahon letters to the MacDonald 
White Paper the varying interpretations and the probable 
true meaning and motives of the official texts and acts are 
judiciously commented upon. 


Many controverted points are lucidly dealt with. The 
writer finds that the wartime correspondence between the 
British and Arabs was probably not intended to include 
Palestine in its provisions for a post war settlement in favor 
of the Arabs. On the other hand, Arabs were encouraged 
indirectly and unofficially to expect maximum realization of 
their claims in Palestine; just as in the United States, British 
recruiting for the Jewish Legion said, “Great Britain in 
taking Palestine from the Turk, did not take it for herself, 
but for the Jewish people.” About the mandate itself the 
author leaves no doubt that its principal intention is the 
establishment of a Jewish National Home and that the 
guarantees to the Arabs in Palestine are not of equal weight. 

In only a few matters does the author fail to cite all the 
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literature impartially or to deal with all relevant questions. 
Thus it is quite surprising to find that the Jewish Legion is 
mentioned only indirectly and even then not by name. The 
whole question of a Jewish Army in the present war receives 
no attention at all in a full chapter on “Wartime Problems 
and Policies.” The book, which in general takes notice of all 
viewpoints in controversial issues at least in its footnotes, 
fails to mention also the claim that British policy sometimes 
prevented attempts of Jews and Arabs to meet for negoti- 
ation of their differences. However, in the literature cited 
by the author one may find such a view supported. 

In the final analysis not only the last chapter but the 
whole book is retrospective. It is inconceivable that after 
this war anyone should again be able to deal with the 
question of Palestine, or any other question of international 
affairs, in terms of treaties and legal claims alone. Any point 
of weakness in the world structure, we have learned so well, 
is a threat to the security of all of us. The weakness and 
exposed position of the Jews is as much a world problem 
and an international concern as that of small territorial 
states in Central Europe. 

BEN HALPERN. 
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“The nation now, as in 1917, will need the wholesome tonic of recreational travel as 
one of the greatest maintaining forces of national morale.”—Statement by United 
States Travel Bureau of the U. S. Department of the Interior. 
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HOTELS OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA are 
doing their part in this great national 
cause by maintaining normal facilities 
and operations in every department for 
the use of Americans seeking mental 
and physical release from strain and fag. 





531 BROADWAY 
Branch Offices: BAY RIDGE, BRIGHTON BEACH, 
FLATBUSH, WILLIAMSBURG 
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 
Deposits made now earn inter- 
est from the first of next month. 
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tion, there is augmented service at the 
great metropolitan hotels of Los Angeles, 
Hollywood, Long Beach, San Diego and 
the other large cities of Southern 
California. 
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There are no rations of fun at the fine 
resort hotels located on the desert at 
Palm Springs; by the sea at Coronado, 
Carlsbad, Laguna, La Jolla, Santa 
Monica and Santa Barbara; and amid 
the beauties of Pasadena, Beverly Hills 
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OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


Box 2, Room 701, 629 South Hill Street, Los Angeles, California 


and Riverside. Health and energy still 
bubble from the earth at the famous 
mineral springs resorts. 


Golf, tennis, riding, swimming, cycl- 
ing, badminton and a multitude of other 
sports and recreations are still to be 
enjoyed every day of the year by the 
visitor to this sun-blessed land. 


Hotel rates in Southern California will 
continue at pre-war levels. Nowhere is 
there a greater variety of hotel accom- 
modations to suit every budget and every 
taste, 


In spite of rumors, Southern California 
hotel and resort life 1s normal. 


For further particulars, consult the 
nearest travel or transportation agent or 
your automobile club. 
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League for Labor Palestine 





LC 


KIBBUTZ ANGLO-BALTI, NAAME, 
via Kfar Giladi, P. O. Rosh Pinah, 
Palestine. 

League for Labor Palestine, 

New York City. 

Shalom Chaverim, 

It is difficult to express in words the 
feelings of the chaverim of the Kib- 
butz to your encouraging greetings. 

We have been endeavoring to estab- 
lish our final home in the heart of the 
Huleh for the past year and a half and 
today on the little hill on which we live 
can be seen a small meshek, the result 
of perseverance, energy and the deter- 
mination to do what we have set out to 
do. After a year and a half of experi- 
mentation, fighting against the disease 
of the summer, the isolation of the 
winter, today with the reaping of our 
first crops we see the fruits of our 
labor. We feel closely associated with 
Naame—last year during the Syrian 
Campaign when there was the possibil- 
ity of a retreat from this area, we re- 
solved to remain on no matter what the 
cost. One soon becomes part of these 
swamps and in time forgets their 
threats and treats them with a certain 
amount of affection. 

This place Naame is our home— 
perhaps the day is not far off when our 
title will be officially recognized. A 
year ago most people were sceptical 
about our success in a spot regarded as 
malaria-infested, most thought that we 
wouldn’t make the grade. We have 
proved that one can live in the Huleh, 
swamps or no swamps. 

But our numbers are small, our re- 
sources few. There are years and years 
of development before us. Great ener- 
gies have still to be invested in this 
black earth. We are proud to know 
that there are others still to come who 
will assist us in the task before us. 

Thanks once again, 

Shalom, 
KIBBUTZ ANGLO-BALTI. 





The League Chapters 
Plan Early Start 

Plans are being made for the early 
resumption of educational and public 
relations activities. Most groups have 
already made plans for the program and 
fund-raising activities for the coming 
season. A number of other groups will 
call basic committees into conference 
within the next few weeks. 


Activities in the Far West 


As a result of a recent trip made by 
Saadia Gelb, Director of Geverkshaf- 
ten activities in California, and Abra- 
ham Dickenstein of Ampal, many 


friends were made for the League. A 
number of communities, individuals 
and groups, expressed an interest in 
organizing League Chapters. In Port- 
land, Oregon, Dr. Max Simons, Rex 
Lidov, Hilda Levy and Mr. Berkham, 
constituted themselves as a nucleus 
for a League Chapter in that city. In 
Seattle, Washington, Rabbi Arthur 
Zuckerman, Director of the Hillel 
Foundation, has accepted responsibil- 
ity for the organization of a Chapter 
in that city. Rabbi Zuckerman, in ad- 
dition to his trips to Palestine, has had 





MOA 


a long history of organizational exper- 
ience in Zionist Youth activities. Sac- 
ramento, California, took the initiative 
in writing to the National Office even 
before a report had been received. Dr. 
Seymour Lewis accepted Chairmanship 
of the formative organization and he 
is being assisted by Ernest Seagel and 
Dr. A. Berman. Help has been prom- 
ised by Rabbi P. Katz and Mr. and 
Mrs. Feldstein The energetic ap- 
proach of this group gives the League 
good reason to be confident. Oakland, 
California shows promise of the estab- 

















(We wish all our friends and 
patrons and all the Jewish 
people—a year of health, 
happiness and prosperity 
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lishment of a strong League Chapter. 
A number of interested people have 
already constituted themselves as the 
working nucleus of the League. Dr. 
Samuel Lepkovsky has agreed to act 
as Chairman; Mrs. Lila Hassid accepted 
the responsibility of Secretaryship and 
Moshe Arzee, a: Palestinian, has agreed 
to give the group the benefit of his 
experience and knowledge. Other in- 
terested members are Dr. Maynard 
Joslyn and Dr. B. Bernstein. 


Los Angeles Council 
Continues Activities 

The League Council of Los Angeles 
has continued to maintain their pace of 
activities. Within a short period after 
their successful “Pop” concert, they 
cooperated in the gala Brandeis Colony 
Campaign. 

Large numbers of Labor Zionists co- 
operated with the National Fund Com- 
mittee to make this event an outstand- 
ing success. They were also instru- 
mental in bringing to the meeting the 
outstanding Labor Zionist leader and 
Editor of the Jewish Frontier, Hayim 
Greenberg, whose excellent address 
inspired an audience of 700 people. 
The Council also took the initiative in 
scheduling a lecture by Hayim Green- 
berg. Both the Zionist Organization 
and the Hadassah joined with the 
League in sponsoring this lecture. 
Members of the 
Administrative Committee 
Visit Mid-Western Cities 

Miss Janet Weisman, who had oc- 
casion to be in Chicago for a number 
of weeks, had the opportunity to meet 
with members of the newly organized 
Social Workers Chapter of that city. 
Mrs. Elsie Rapien has assumed the Sec- 
retaryship of the group and has kept 
in close contact with the National 
Office. 

Mrs. Helen Samuels Stein visited 
the City of Minneapolis the latter part 
of August and while in that city she 
met with Rabbi Milgram and Dr. 
Moses Levine and discussed plans for 
expanding the activities of the Minnea- 
polis Chapter. A larger meeting to be 
addressed by Mrs. Stein was held on 
August 29, at which many members 
and friends of the League were present. 
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Send the 
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As Gift Subscriptions to Soldiers 


Special Rate -¢ $1.50 a Year 








To the members of the LEAcUE FoR 
LaBor PALEstTINE; to the members of the 
Lazor Zionist family; to the staff and 
readers of the Jewish Frontier; to the 
HIsTADRUT, to the whole YISHUV, to all 
our young men and women in the ARMED 
Forces, 1 Wish A Happy, A Glorious 
and Victorious New Year 


DR. HERMAN SEIDEL, President 


League for Labor Palestine 























A Happy New Year 


We Wish All Our Friends And Depositors 
A Year Of Good Luck And Victory 


DIME SAVINGS BANK OF WILLIAMSBURGH 
Seventy-Eight Years Of Service 


HAVEMEYER and SOUTH FIFTH STREETS 
(Facing Williamsburgh Bridge Plaza) 
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DAIRYMEN’S | 


LEAGUE 


COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, inc. 


WISHES YOU 
A JOYOUS, HAPPY 
AND 
HEALTHY NEW YEAR 


Since good milk is one of the strong- 
est foundations of good health, the 
30,000 farmer members of the Dairy- 
men's League renew their pledge that 
Dairylea Milk will come to you with 
the same high standards of purity and 
richness that has always characterized 
this product. 


During the coming year, to be sure 
that you are getting purer, richer milk, 
ask for Dairylea from your neighbor- 
hood grocer. 


DAIRYLEA 
MILK 


INSPECTED — PROTECTED 
Ask for DAIRYLEA Milk in 
Your Local Store or Call 


GRamercy 5-5000 TRiangle 5-1800 
MOtt Haven 9-3776 


Buy War Bonds and Stamps 
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NEW YEAR 
GREETINGS 


New York 
Joint Board 


Amalgamated 
Clothing 


Workers 
of America 


Louts HOLLANDER 
JosEpH CATALANOTTI 
Managers 


ABRAHAM MILLER 
Secretary-Treasurer 


ALLL 


IN THE POALE ZION 





Because of numerous requests re- 
ceived from branches throughout the 
country indicating that there was not 
sufficient time to make adequate pre- 
parations the Central Committee of the 
Poale Zion has decided to postpone the 
date of the convention, which has been 
now scheduled to take place in Syra- 
cuse, N. Y. on November 4th to 8th. 
The agenda for the convention has 
been drawn up tentatively. It will 
include a detailed discussion of organ- 
izational and youth problems, questions 
of Zionist policy and discussions of 


problems affecting Palestine and the 


Jewish community throughout the 
world during and after the war. 

The “Yiddisher Kemfer”, weekly 
journal of the Poale Zion, will publish 
a special convention issue. 

The New York region held a con- 
ference at “Unser Camp”, Highland 
Mills, N. Y. the week-end of August 
29-30. The feature of the week-end 
was a symposium on the theme “3 years 
of the Second World War.” Dr. Arieh 
Tartakower, Dr. Leon Kubowitzki and 
David Wertheim participated in the 
symposium. At the same time a fund 
was collected to finance the publica- 
tion of a new work dealing with the 
present political aspects of Labor 
Zionism. 

On September 1st the New York 
City Committee sponsored a mass meet- 
ing commemorating three years of the 
disaster which engulfed Polish Jewry. 
The speakers were: Sholom Asch, 
Jacob Leshchinsky, Dr. Arieh Tarta- 
kower, David Wertheim and Yochanan 
Levin. 
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* 
To Help Prevent 
inflation 


* 
To Help the 
United Nations 


* 
To Help Yourself 


and Family 
* 
Buy War Bonds; spend 
wisely; save well and de- 
posit your savings at 
Central where they'll go 
right to work for you and 
the nation. 
SAVINGS BANK 


73RD ST. AT BROADWAY 
14TH ST. AT 4TH AVENUE 
Open Friday Evenings until 6:00 P.M. 


























Dr. Louts A. FRIEDMAN 
Dental Surgeon 


IS NOW LOCATED AT 


1160 Eastern Parkway 


near Utica Avenue 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
SL 6-6868 Hours: 1-8 
Dentist to J.N.W.A. 
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COMMODORE HOTEL 
Banquet Dept. 
42nd Street and Lexington Avenue 
New York City 


Greets His Patrons and All of Israel 
With the Best of Good Wishes 
May Each Day of the New Year Vie 
With the Next to Bring You Every 
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PIONEER WOMEN’S 
ORGANIZATION 

$20,000 Sent to Palestine 


Since Convention 

Following two months of intensive 
summer activities by clubs, both in 
town and in vacation resorts, the Na- 
tional Executive sent several transmis- 
sions totalling $20,000 to the Work- 
ing Women’s Council in Palestine. 
These funds have been used for the 
establishment of training and recre- 
ation centers for the PATS (Palestine 
Auxiliary Territorial Service), protec- 
tion of children and evacuation to 
safety zones, assistance to families of 
men in the service, etc. Part of the 
funds has been designated towards 
the erection of the Central Vocational 
School for Girls in Tel Aviv. 


1942-43 Season Begins 


Immediately after the National Con- 
vention held at Detroit in June the 
new National Executive met and set 
up its National committees as follows: 
Moatzath Hapoaloth: Alta Sher, Chair- 
man; Eva Berg, Sarah Kahn, Anna 
Schlossberg, Rachel Siegal: Jewish Na- 
tional Fund: Dunia Margolis, Chair- 
man; Leah Brown, Rebecca Block, 
Ricka Wohl; Organization: Sonia 
Kamenetzky, Chairman; Sara Feder, 
Co-Chairman; Feigel Berkenblitt, Gitel 
Leibowitz, Sonia Lehr, Nina Zucker- 
man; Culture: Marie Syrkin, Chairman; 
Rivka Wohl; Organization: Sonia 
Feigel Benson, Miriam Kubowitzky, 
Sophie Udin; Budget and Finance: 











Th. L. MILLNER & Family 
representative of the 
Jewish Morning Journal 
for Cxicaco and MippLe WEstT 
Greetings and Wishes for 
A Happy and Victorious 
New Year 
Office and Residence: 


3239 Douctas Bivp., Cuicaco, IL. 
Phone: Crawford 9506 
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I WISH YOU AND 
YOUR FAMILY A 
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Wishes for a Happy 
New Year 
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David Rosenshein 
and Family 
Extend Best Wishes for a 
VERY HAPPY AND 
PROSPEROUS 
NEW YEAR 


To Their Relatives and Friends 














A Happy and Prosperous 


New Year... 


To All Our Friends! 


Order Sons of Zion 


220 FIFTH AVENUE 
New York City 


HARRY A. PINE, Grandmaster, NASSI 

A. A. REDELHEIM, First Deputy, 
SGAN RISHON 

LOUIS RIMSKY, Second Deputy, 
SGAN SHENI 

HERMAN ZVI QUITTMAN, 
Grand Secretary, MAZKIR 

JACOB ISH-KISHOR, 
Grand Treasurer, GIZBOR 

HYMAN J. FLIEGEL, Counsel 

DR. HARRIS J. LEVINE, 
Chief Medical Examiner 

SAMUEL M. STUCKGOLD, C.P.A., 
Auditor 

GEORGE NATANSON 




















Ida Ehrenreich Chairman; Sonia Lehr, 
Anna Waxberg; Treasurer: Ida Ehren- 
reich; Office Committee: Leah Brown, 
Ida Ehrenreich, Bert Goldstein, Dunia 
Margolis, Anna Waxberg; Youth: May 
Bere, Sonia Lehr, Nina Zuckerman; 
Ex-officio on all committees: Dvorah 
Rothbard, National Secretary; Blanche 
Mogil, Executive Secretary; Editors: 
Pioneer Woman: Dvorah Rothbard, 
Marie Syrkin. 


Pioneer Woman’s Day 
In “Unser Camp” 

Pioneer Women’s Day was observed 
in “Unser Camp” on August 8th. 
Yehudith Simchonit, Palestinian dele- 
gate, addressed a large audience on 
“Women’s Wartime Role in Palestine.” 
Malke Kornstein participated in the 
literary and musical program rendered. 
Chairman, Sophie Udin. 


Participation in Histadrut 
and Jewish National Fund Day 


The National Executive was repre- 
sented at Histadrut Day celebrations 
at Unser Camp, on August 8th through 
Yehudith Simchonit, in Boston, on 
August 23rd, through Chavera Sonia 
Kamenetzky, who spoke before the 
Women’s Division of the Gewerkshaf- 
ten Campaign on the contribution of 
youth to the defense of Palestine, as 
well as before the general Histadrut 
mass-meeting. Dr. Sonia Kamenetzky 
represented the National Executive at 
Jewish National Fund Day at Unser 
Camp. 


Mr. Charles Paul of the Ritz, 

Coiffure Consultant, Claims 

“There Is No Such Thing as 
a Hairstyle.” 


And he should know as he has de- 
voted his entire life to the study of the 
hair and the creation of styles to com- 
pliment an individual’s face and fea- 
tures. 

He informs us that most women 
make the mistake of thinking that they 
should adopt every new hairstyle that 
comes out—but “There is nd such thing 
as a general hairstyle for the individual; 
I would call it personal styling to com- 
pliment each person’s face.” 

We hear that the reason women are 
timid about trying new hair-dos is be- 
cause they have been disappointed in 
the past with coiffures that are too 
high-styled. The fault of this lies in 
the hands of a not-too-expert hair- 
dresser who is unable to diagnose each 
individual's face. 


He reminds us that hair is the only 
moveable thing we have to beautify 
the face. Therefore, it should be the 
most personalized feature a woman 
possesses. It should be dramatized to 
make the most of her beauty. 


The stylists at the CHARLES: of the 
RITZ Salons are equipped to profes- 
sionally diagnose your face and recom- 
mend flattering hairlines—all this art- 
istry to make the most of your face, 
features, and figure. As a_ special 
limited offer, the CHARLES of the 
RITZ Salons, throughout the country 
are giving free consultations on hair- 
styles. Call your CHARLES of the 
RITZ Salon today and get your com- 
plimentary hairstyle consultation. 











JOHN LEISENHEIMER 
FIXTURES 
54 Bocart STREET BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
EV. 8-1424 




















BEST WISHES 


FOR A HAPPY 
AND PROSPEROUS 
NEW YEAR 
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DAIRY RESTAURANT 
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You may plan in advance what 
you wish to pay for that im- 
portant gift and find the perfect 
Compliments answer at 


R 














of the 
GEORG JENSEN INC. 
667 FIFTH AVENUE 
New York 
M. F. B. CO. 
Compliments of 
Incorporated 


417 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N. Y. 
MACK KAHN, President 












































NOW...MORE 
THAN EVER 


You need the warmth and good- 



































fellowship of this large fraternal 
organization, the added measure of 
security it affords you and your 
family, the opportunity it gives to 
be of service to our country and the 


Jewish people. 
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What a list of hits he has behind 
him! Yet for excitement unsur- 
passed, for pace unparalleled, W 
for action beyond compare - - for 


~ ERROL FLINE 


thrillingly, stirringly teamed 
with fandom’s favorite 


ROWALD REAGAN 


to lead a 5-man Commando 
mission in a devastating da 
to Berlin and back 


everything that makes an adven- 





ture-picture a life-long adventure 
for moviegoers, the top of the list is 










She handled the 
Nazis her own way 
=a woman's way! 
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COMES MARCHING 
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, OVith NANCY COLEMAN - RAYMOND MASSEY 
17 September is SALUTE TO OUR HEROES Alan Hale - Arthur Kennedy - Directed by RAOUL WALSH 


month at all movie theatres! Buy a War ay PRODUCED BY - 
Bond to honor every mother’s son in Service! Cant ieens (HAL B. WALLIS! ter dune 
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